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Priorities of French EU Presidency Outlined 
BR1301155595 Paris LES ECHOS in French 13 Jan 94 
p3 


{Unattributed report: “The Four Priorities of the French 
EU Presidency” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Growth and employment: The 
main aim is to implement whatever means are required 
for launching a single currency “after 1997 and by 1999 
at the latest,” but also to make progress regarding the 
dossier of major trans-European projects. In particular 
France will highlight the priorities in the agricultural 
sector, inter alia by reforming the common organizations 
of the market and the principle of the Community 
preference regarding fisheries. Meanwhile, the fifth 
action program for the environment will be followed 
attentively. Finally, the “sanctions” section of the single 
market will be strengthened with a view to combating 
fraud. 


Regarding the social dimension, France will take action 
in three areas: Promoting a social clause in trade agree- 
ments, encouraging trade union participation in elabo- 
rating social legislation within the Community, and 
demanding greater transparency for the application of 
European texts. 


European security: Apart from reiterating the objectives 
of the Western European Union itself, in the defense 
sector Paris will count on the drafting of a White Paper 
on European security. In March a conference on stability 
will be held in Paris. Another item on the agenda is the 
functional improvement of the common foreign and 
security policy. The strategy of premembership decided 
on in Essen for the countries of Eastern Europe should be 
translated into the presentation of a White Paper on the 
necessary adaptations of legislation. At the same time 
Paris will try to trace out the main lines of a Mediterra- 
nean policy. The halfway review of the Lome IV Con- 
vention should provide an opportunity for testing sev- 
eral innovations (especially the combination of 
democratic principles and sound public administration). 
The customs union treaty with Turkey could be one 
element of this strategy. On the list of sensitive dossiers, 
Paris will actively have to prepare the official launch of 
Europol. 


Cultural diversity: In the wake of GATT, France intends 
to continue to plead in favor of “the cultural exception.” 
With quite a straightforward room for maneuver 
regarding television without borders and the objective of 
maintaining audiovisual quotas. Within the MEDIA 
program, priority will be given to enhancing both pro- 
duction-distribution and training-development of 
projects with a European dimension. It should be 
emphasized that France will be banking on a special 
effort made to promote multilingualism by proposing an 
agreement making the teaching of two European foreign 
languages obligatory. 
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The 1996 Intergovernmental Conference: France will 
pilot the report by the Council of Ministers on the 
functioning of the Maastricht Treaty which is due to be 
submitted at the end of June 1995. This will complement 
the contributions made by the European Parliament and 
the European Commission. The aim here is to pave the 
way for an enlarged Europe. 


Brittan to Launch Debate on EU Farm Subsidies 


MS1601114495 London FINANCIAL TIMES in 
English 16 Jan 95 p I 


{Report by Caroline Southey: “Brittan Seeks Debate on 
EU Farm Subsidy Reform”] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels—Sir Leon Brittan. the 
EU [European Union] trade commissioner, will today 
launch a fresh debate on the future of the Common 
Agricultural Policy [CAP] with the publication of four 
reports calling for radical reforms to prepare the way for 
the former communist countries of central and eastern 
Europe. 


The studies, from Germany, Britain, France and Italy, 
conclude unanimously that the CAP must have extensive 
changes if the EU is to meet its goal of bringing Poland, 
the Czech Republic, Hungary, Slovakia, Bulgaria and 
Romania into the union early in the next century. 


Sir Leon is releasing the reports as he prepares to cede 
responsibility for eastern Europe in the new European 
Commission headed by Mr Jacques Santer. Aides said it 
was a calculated attempt to influence the debate on CAP 
reform and champion the cause of enlargement. 


The reports argue that CAP is inefficient, bureaucratic 
and that future reforms should extend beyond those 
negotiated in 1992 by Mr Ray MacSharry, then EU 
agricultural commissioner, which shifted farm support 
away from high guaranteed prices towards direct income 
payments to farmers. 


The authors call for reductions in direct payments to 
farmers, the abolition or substantial reduction of support 
prices, and making national governments partially 
responsible for income support payments. 


“An attempt can be made to maintain the CAP. with 
high support levels, or to meet the problems in the 
simplest way by reducing prices substantially and main- 
taining support for farmers through other means,” 
argues one of the authors, Professor Allan Buckwell, 
from Wye College, University of London. 


These suggestions go to the core of the CAP and would 
meet fierce resistance from farm lobbyists, some EU 
governments and sections of the European Commission 
if placed on the negotiating table. “The proposals are 
politically naive,” an agricultural official in the Commis- 
sion said. 


But the academics all argue forcefully against an carly 
extension of the CAP as structured. This “status quo”, 
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solution would be too costly and could lead to the EU 
failing to meet its commitments under the terms of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade [GATT] par- 
ticularly in relation to subsidised exports. 


It would aiso create inflationary pressures in the economies 
of the six states, distort agricultural production, have nega- 
tive budgetary effects and hit consumers, they argue. 


The academics disagree on how quickly the reforms 
could be implemented, but the consensus appears to be 
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2000 at the earliest and 2005 at the latest. However they 
suggest a rapid transition to low common prices would 
be the optimum scenario. 


There is littke common ground on how much enlarge- 
ment would cost, with estimates ranging from Ecu!3.5bn 
(10.6bn pounds) to Ecu32bn. Mr Buckwell gives no 
figure and argues that all previous estimates could have 
been overstated because the constraints imposed by the 
Gatt agreement had not been taken into account. 
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Vranitzky Sends ‘Urgent’ Appeal to Moscow on 
Chechnya 

AU 1301151095 Vienna Oesterreich Eins Radio Network 
in German 1100 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In connection with the Chechnya 
conflict. Federal Chancellor Vranitzky directed an 
urgent appeal to Moscow. In an address to the committee 
of the parliamentary assembly of the OSCE in Vienna, 
Vranitzky said literally that the spirit of Helsinki and 
Paris must not be buried in the valleys of the Caucasus. 
This must not be tolerated. It 1s difficult to break through 
the vicious circle of violence, hatred, and misery again, 
the chancellor said. 


Calls For Peace in OSCE Speech 
AU 1401172995 Vienna VIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 14 Jan 95 p 1 


{[Unattributed report: “Vranitzky Calls on Moscow To 
Make Peace”™} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Vienna—On Friday [13 January] 
Chancellor Franz Vranitzky emphatically appealed to 
those responsible 1n Moscow to make sure that the 
obligations assumed within the framework of the OSCE 
are fulfilled and to stop the fighting in Chechnya, which 
is Occuring at the expense of the civilian population. 


“We cannot permit the spirit of Helsinki and Paris, the 
spirit of the year 1989. to be buried in the valleys of the 
Caucasus or in the hills of Bosnia.” the Austrian head of 
government stressed. speaking to the Permanent Com- 
mittee of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly in Vienna. 


“When cynical wars such as Chechnya and Bosnia break 
out, it is difficult to break through the vicious circle of 
violence. hatred. and misery. Therefore, we must make 
every effort to create the necessary structures so that 
potential crises can be recognized and defused from the 
outset and peaceful solutions found for existing con- 
flicts.”” Vranitzky stated. 


These efforts will be successful only if it is possible to 
“contain the forces of destabilization. of national dis- 
crimination, and of an incipient striving for hegemony, 
which are unfortunately once again the political reality 
in Europe.” Vranitzky said. 


Also on the basis of its self-knowledge as a neutral 
country. Austria 1s advocating the expansion and 
strengthening of cooperative security structures in 
Europe and will therefore actively participate in this 
discussion together with its El’ partners, the head of 
government stressed. “Il am convinced that, because of 
its experience in the field of peaceful conflict settlement 
and peacekeeping measures. as well as its traditional 
dedication to the protection of human rights and minor- 
ities, Austria can provide some important stimul: for 
this.” Vranitzky noted. 
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In his speech he pointed to the contradictory reality of 
political development in Europe: “Despite the end of the 
division of our continent and despite the progress in 
integration, nationalism and striving for hegemony are 
still able to unleash wars, there 1s a readiness to settle 
differences in interests by force. and we find remnants of 
the old distrust and thinking in terms of blocs.” 


Fischer's Criticism 

In his opening statement at the Permanent Committce of 
the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. Nationalrat Presi- 
dent Heinz Fischer also criticized Russia’s harsh actions 
in Chechnya. “Even though this is a conflict within the 
borders of the Russian Federation. it is difficult to accept 
that territorial integrity 1s obviously preserved by force 


through the use of inappropriate means that endanger 
human rights,” Fischer said. 


Vranitzky, Klestil Appeal to Slovakia Over 
Mochovce 


AU1401180595 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 14 Jan 95 pp I, 2 


{Unattributed report: “Appeals by Klesul and Vran- 
itzky"] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Upon request by Environment 
Minister Maria Kailat, President Thomas Klestil called 
Slovak President Michal Kovac by phone Friday 
morning [13 January], explaining Austria's ideas and 
desire to hold a public hearing [regarding the construc- 
tion of the Mochovce nuclear power plant in Slovakia]. 


According to the president's office. Klestil also 
expounded on Austrians’ concerns in connection with 
the planned nuclear power plant in Mochovce. 


Kovac reportedly promised the Austrian president he 
would talk with the responsible Slovak ministers in the 
interest of harmonizing relations between the two coun- 
tries. 


On Friday, Chancellor Franz Vranitzky sent a letter to 
Slovak Prime Minister Vladimir Meciar. appealing to 
him to use his influence “to facilitate a public discussion 
according to European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development guidelines.” 


The formerly “very cooperative attitude” of the Slovak 
Republic was highly valued both by the Austrian people 
and also by the Austrian Government. Now. however, 
the Austrian Government has to note that the operators 
do not seem prepared to compromise. especially 
regarding the participation of the general! public. 


“It seems to me that this greatly threatens the public 
debate to be held in Vienna on 23-24 January.” the letter 
says. 


On Friday afternoon, Austria aso issued a memo- 
randum to the Slovak Government in Bratislava urging 
Slovak participation in the Mochovce nuclear power 
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plant hearing. Foreign Minister Alois Mock stressed that 
he is extremely interested in this hearing. 


On Friday, Environment Minister Maria Kallat held 
unofficial talks with six EBRD (European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development) directors in London. 
The EBRD directors, too, are aware of the fact that the 
Mochnvce project requires a far-reaching political deci- 
sion, she said. “This case is a precedent for other 
projects,” the minister stated. 


In London, Kallat suggested among other things the 
formation of an international round of experts for the 
EBRD decision, which should consist of experts from the 
bank’s member countries and Austria. Her talks were 
unofficial, “lobbying” so to speak. Official staternents by 
the bank on licensing procedures for Mochovce are not 
anticipated for the time being. 


“Ifa nuclear power plant in Mochovece is more expensive 
than the alternatives, we will not finance it,” the EBRD 
vice president said on Thursday afternoon in London in 
a discussion with Global 2000 representative Phil 
Weller. This applies if the “least cost study,’ which has 
been drawn up at the order of the EBRD—which shows 
that the nuclear solution for electricity production in 
Slovakia would be 5 percent cheaper—proves incorrect. 


However, the source information in the least cost study 
on the Mochovce nuclear power plant is wrong. This has 
been admitted by Dougall Scott of the British consulting 
company Putnam, Bartlett and Hayes, which was com- 
missioned by the EBRD to draw up the least cost study. 
As a result of incorrect references to sources, external 
experts (such as the Austrian Nuclear commission) are 
unable to examine the plausibility of calculations that 
see the nuclear power plant as the cheapest version. 


AUSTRIA 
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There is no reason to call the hearing into question, 
Greens security spokesman Rudi Anschober said. In this 
connection, the Greens demand complete live coverage 
of the entire hearing by the Austrian Radio and Televi- 
sion Corporation. 


Anschober has also called for a “crisis summit” by the 
Austrian Government. 


Liberal Forum Deputy Volker Kier sees the refusal of the 
Mochovce plant’s operators to attend the planned 
hearing at the end of January as a provocation. 


Two Slovak environmentalist organizations—Greenpcace 
and Deti Zeme (Children of Earth}—have also once again 
criticized the planned completion of the Mochovce nuclear 
power plant. They spoke of “ignorance” and a “lack of 
seriousness” on the part of authorities in Bratislava. 


Forcign Minister Mock Suffering From 
Hyperkinesia 

AU 1601161095 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
14-15 Jan 95 p 6 


[“emk”-attributed report: “Neisser Reproaches Alors 
Mock: Statements ‘Not Useful] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Vienna—{ Passage omitted] It 
has leaked that Foreign Minister Mock 1s suffering from 
hyperkinesia (irritation of the motor nerves plus muscle 
convulsions—the editor). This is a disease that 1s caused 
by excessive treatment with tranquilizers. The disease 
was reportedly triggered on election day 1986. Recently 
it had been repeatedly rumored that the foreign minister 
is suffering from Parkinson's disease. 
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London ‘Standing Firm’ on Iraq Sanctions 


MS1401111895 London THE GUARDIAN in English 
14 Jan 95 p 10 


[Report by Ian Black: “Britain Resists Pressure To Relax 
Iraqi Trade Regime”} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Britain has no plans to relax the 
rules for trading with Iraq, despite commercial pressure 
for a more lenient interpretation of the UN sanctions in 
the light of intensifying business activity by France and 
other countries. 


The Foreign Office and the Department of Trade and 
Industry [DTI] made it clear yesterday that Britain is 
standing firm on sanctions, both at the UN and at home, 
despite some frustration in Whitehall that the US is 
blocking change. 


Both departments insist that there is nothing untoward 
in the planned visit to Baghdad next month of a British 
trade delegation from water treatment, pharmaceutical. 
construction and transport firms, organised by the Iraqi 
British Interests Group (Ibig). 


Officials said all the participants had received the DTI 
“licences to communicate” required by the British legis- 
lation implementing sanctions imposed by the UN after 
the invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 


Ibig, supported by several conservative MPs, argues that 
it is better to do business with an admittedly oppressive 
pariah regime than be left behind by the competition. 


But Whitehall is extremely wary about the group and its 
motives, and embarrassed by repeated attempts to sug- 
gest it may be acting as a proxy for government. 


“We are rock solid on these sanctions and there ts 
absolutely no change,” a Foreign Office official said last 
night. “Some firms are trying to push at the flanks—but 
we do have to keep an eye on what others are doing.” 


The DTI licences allow companies to discuss old con- 
tracts held up by the Gulf war and new business in 
permitted “humanitarian” areas, such as pharmaceuti- 
cals, water treatment and sewage. Officials admit that 
not all British firms visiting Baghdad have obtained the 
licences, though this is hard to prove. 


Many businessmen are frustrated by what they see as a 
too stringent government interpretation of the regula- 
tions, which ts allowing {oreign rivals to put themselves 
in place for deals with Iraq once sanctions are eased or 
lifted. 


Despite the lack of movement at the UN, it is widely 
assumed that some easing will be inevitable in 1995 as 
the Iraqis, who have already met a key UN demand by 
recognising Kuwait, continue to go along with UN 
monitoring of their weapons industry. This is linked to 
lifting the key oi! embargo. 
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But officials argue that British firms should not be too 
frustrated. because the war reparations Baghdad will 
have to pay on top of its already enormous foreign debts 
will make it years before the Iraqi market becomes as 
lucrative as it was in the oil-boom days of the late 
seventies. 


“These moves do indicate a desire in the British business 
community to be more involved in picking up business, 
but there’s no change in the actual position,” said Ron 
Hollis, of the Committee for Middle East Trade. 


“People have been talking about this much more over 
the past year and there is a fear that British companies 
are going to lose out in the future because of the actions 
of some of our partners, especially the French.” 


The French oil companies Elf Aquitaine and Total have 
already signed big exploration contracts in southern 
Iraq. 


Iraqi exile groups say they are opposed to any commer- 
cial dealings with Saddam Husayn’s regime, and yes- 
terday the Gulf Support Group. which speaks for Britons 
who were caught up in the invasion of Kuwait, said the 
planned visit was a “betrayal by British commercial 
profiteering”. 


Germany has announced that an official Iraqi delegation 
will hold talks in Bonn at the end of the month. 


Israeli Embassy Bomb Blast Suspects Arrested 


LD1701122695 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1210 GMT 17 Jan 95 


[By Mark Duffell, PA News] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Five people have been 
detained by police investigating bomb attacks on the 
Israeli Embassy and a Jewish charity in north London, 
Scotland Yard said. 


They were arrested after searches in London today and 
have been detained under the Prevention of Terrorism 
Act. 


Officers from the Metropolitan Police Anti-Terrorist 
Branch made the arrests following “intensive investiga- 
tions”, a spokesman said. No other details were given. 


The attacks happened last July. The charity in Finchley 
was aitac’:ed the night after the embassy blast. [passage 
omitted] 


IRA: Decommissioning Arms Not Precondition of 
Talks 

LD1601202295 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1939 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[By lan Graham] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The decommissioning of IRA 
weapons is not a Government precondition for Sinn 
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Fein being involved in all-party talks on Northern Ire- 
land’s future, [Sinn Fein Deputy] Martin McGuinness 
claimed tonight. He made the claim after leading a Sinn 
Fein team to the third session of discussions with Gov- 
ernment officials. 


However, the Northern Ireland Office said that while it 
was not a precondition it was a reality—no-one else 
would take part in talks with Sinn Fein until the issue 
had been dealt with. 


Mr. McGuinness said he was “still very hopeful about 
the peace process”. He welcomed the decision to remove 
troops from Belfast's streets during daylight hours but 
said there was still a heavy presence in other areas. He 
urged the Government to speed up the demilitarisation 
process. 


He also called for a swift move from the preliminary 
discussions between Sinn Fein and Government officials 
to his party’s involvement in full-scale negotiations 
about Ulster’s future. 


Northern Ireland political affairs minister Michael 
Ancram said that the area for discussion in the talks had 
been widened from the two previous meetings and had 
included issues such as Irish language schools and the 
economy. But despite the gentle talk on both sides the 
question of the IRA's arsenal of guns and explosives 
remained a key issue central to the progress of the talks. 


Sinn Fein presented the officials with a four-page sub- 
mission in which they asked bluntly if the Government 
considered the peace initiative would be at an-end if the 
IRA did not decommission its weapons. 5 an Fein 
accused the Government of using the weapons issue as a 
‘talling tactic or “at worst an attempt to create a situa- 
tion of crisis in the peace process.” 


While, according to Sinn Fein, the Government said the 
weapons issue was not a precondition 1h: officials made 
clear the Government line that “there 1s a” link between 
the decommissioning of arms and the political process. 


The Government submission on the issue commented: 
“You believe, perhaps that arms can and will be decom- 
missioned when the IRA accepts an analysis that the 
political context provides for Sinn Fein to have access to 
a realistic andbmeaningful process of inclusive dialogue 


“The Government believes that as a matter of principle 
and of political reality substantial progress on the issue 
of decommissioning would be necessary before Sinn 
Fein could and would be included in such a dialogue.” 


The Government rejected the Sinn Fein claim that they 
were seeking to delay orHerevt barriers to forward move- 
ment. 


It accepted that the IRA's ceascfire last September had 
provided “an unprecedented opportunity for the resolu- 
tion of the conflict” and insisted the Government's 
response had been “neither grudging nor foot dragging”. 


UNITED KINGDOM 
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And the Government turned the tables on Sinn Fein by 
throwing questions back at them asking if it would be 
correct to interpret their position as an insistence that 
only an outcome which involved an end to Northern 
Ireland's place in the United Kingdom. regardless of the 
wishes of the majority of itspeople, was their aim. 


And it asked also whether Sinn Fein would accept the 
demcecratic decision of the people of Northern Ireland in 
a referendum. 


“The two sides will meet again in a fortnight when the 
various questions onueach side should be given 
answers.” 


Sinn Fein’s Northern Ireland chairman Mitchell 
McLaughlin said in a BBC interview today that the 
Government's policy of refusing to talk to Sinn Fein 
about the peace process while at the same time talking to 
party members of council delegations was farcical. 


(Mr McLaughlin also called for a date to be fixed for 
direct talks between Sinn Fein and Secretary of State Sir 
Patrick Mayhew—and dismissed the daytime with- 
drawal of British soldiers from Belfast. 


“The question of the British troops being withdrawn 
from daylight patrolling in Belfast is meaningless if you 
live in East Tyrone or in South Armagh whereyou are 
seeing more of the British army than ever before.” he 
said. 


“Certainly, if the IRA had said that they were going to 
end their campaign during daylight hours people would 
have come back and said that would make nodifference 
to their quality of iife.” 


Asked to comment on what he belicved the conse- 
quences would be if Sinn Fein’s hopes were not realised, 
Mr McLaughlin replied: “No, because the consequences 
are a return to what we are hoping to put behind us 
forever.” 


Cessation of Army Daytime Patrols Announced 


MS1301133095 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPI/ in 
English 13 Jan 95 p 1-2 


[Report by Richard Savill in Belfast and Philip Johnston: 
“Belfast Daytime Patrols to End”’] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Troops are to be withdrawn 
from the streets of Belfast during daylight for the first 
time in more than 25 years. 


In the latest move in Northern Ireland's four-month 
ceasefire, the RUC [Royal Uleier Constabulary] chief 
constable, Sir Hugh Annesley. said yesterday that from 
Sunday the Army would be confined to barracks in the 
city during daytime. 


While he gave assurances that the position would be kept 
under constant review the move was seen as a further 
sign of the province's return to normality. 
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Soldiers are to continue to patrol in daylight hours in 
some parts of the province, including the border areas of 
south Armagh. But if the ceasefire holds it is likely that 
the Army’s overt role will be significantly scaled down in 
ail areas. 


Ministers hope to be in a position to remove as many as 
6,000 of the 18,000 troops stationed in Northern Ireland 
this year. 


Senior security sources have indicated that troop levels 
will be reviewed in the summer if there is no threat of a 
return to violence after the symbolic Easter period— 
when the IRA leadership ts expected to review the 
ceasefire and republicans mark the anniversary of the 
1916 uprising with parades and speeches. 


An early withdrawal of two reinforcement battalions 
sent to the province two years ago at a time of high 
tension is not being ruled out. The eventual aim is to 
revert 10 a garrison of peace-time proportions in the 
province: between 2,500 and 3,000 soldiers. 


Sir Hugh reached his decision after talks with the Army 
GoC [General officer Commanding], Lt Gen Sir Roger 
Wheeler. He said: “It should be emphasised that the 
military are only being removed from their support role 
on the streets during certain hours. They are not being 
removed from the province and remain in Northern 
Ireland under the command of the GoC.” 


Speaking later on Ulster Television's COUNTER- 
POINT programme, Sir Hugh said: “If the threat level 
changed, we would revert.” 


A complete withdrawal of troops was not imminent, he 
added. “I tend to be inately cautious about this, as do my 
colleagues. After 25 years it is very, very difficult to go 
from A to Z in one clear go. But | hope it can be achieved 
sooner rather than later.” 


The decision received a cautious welcome from Ulster 
Unionists and Tory MPs. but was denounced as “crazy” 
by the Mr lan Paisley'’s hardline Democratic Unionists. 


Mr David Trimble, MP for Upper Bann, said: “It is right 
to be cautious, because the IRA is still intact and armed 
to the teeth.” 


Mr Andrew Hunter, chairman of the Tory backbench 
committee on Northern Ireland, said: “It is important to 
bear in mind that the level of security in Northern 
Ireland has always been in response to the level of the 
threat. That threat has greatly diminished and it is 
proper there should be a decrease in the security pres- 
ence.” 
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Mr Peter Robinson, deputy leader of the Democratic 
Unionists, said it was “just another crazy concession to 
the IRA, which showed that the Government was 
engaged in unilateral demilitarisation”’. 


Sinn Fein saw the move as the first step towards the 
“complete demilitarisation” of Northern Ireland and 
looked forward to the time when there would be no 
British troops in the province. 


The continued lowering of the Army's profile follows 
several significant security reductions in recent months. 


Adams Welcomes ‘Symbolic Move’ 


LD1301131795 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1158 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[By Chris Parkin, PA News] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Sinn Fein president Gerry 
Adams today described the imminent withdrawal of 
troops from daylight hours duty in Belfast as “a welcome 
but small and overdue step”’. 


Mr Adams, in Dublin for a session of the Irish govern- 
meni’s National Forum for Peace and Reconciliation, 
said “It is asymbolic move but much more remains to be 
done.” 


He looked forward to troops being withdrawn tota!!y 
from Northern Ireland. 


“We are seeking much more generous movement on this, 
on the whole question of demilitarisation, policing, 
prisoners and inter-party talks.” 


He added “We want the British Government to organise 
all-party talks as a matter of urgency. The Government 
are still dragging their feet and there is no evidence of a 
change on this.” 


Mr Adams was attending a largely private meeting of the 
forum at Dublin Castle. He was expected to hold brief 
talks later today with new Irish Prime Minister John 
Bruton, also a forum delegate. 


A public session of the meeting was scheduled to hear a 
submission from Co Fermanagh businessman Gor.jon 
Wilson whose daughter Marie was a victim of the 1987 
Remembrance Day IRA bomb attack in Enniskillen. 


Mr Wilson is now a .nember of the Senate. the upper 
house of the Irish Parliament. He was planning to outline 
the nature of the Northern Ireland problem and suggest 
principles for its resolution. 
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Clinton Foreign Policy Seen ‘Facing Shambles’ 
AU 1601150295 Berlin DIE WELT in German 16 Jan 95 
pd 


{Commentary by Fritz Wirth: “Clinton |s Facing Sham- 
bles of His Foreign Policy” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Preciscly two years ago next 
Friday {20 January}, Bill Clinton took his oath of office 
and. as U.S. President, oromised a crisis-weary nation 
the big change. This hope has jong given way to deep 
disappointment. The upshot of his interim balance sheet 
was a certificate of impotence. Nowhere has this mani- 
fested itself more painfully than in his labonous and 
awkward attempts to move on the foreign policy arena, 
as he has been trying ever more often in recent months to 
escape from his domestic policy problems. 


Amidst plenty of setbacks—ranging from Bosnia and 
North Korea to Somalia—Chinton was clinging ever 
more desperately to the allegedly last pillar of his foreign 
policy—his Russian strategy. Untiringly, he celebrated i 
as his largest foreign policy success. Clinton stressed “i 's 
centerpiece of his foreign policy by giving his . * 
president, Al Gore, and his university friend, Strobe 
Talbott. special roles in dealing with Moscow. 


Today Clinton and his closest advisers are facing the 
shambles of this foreign policy pillar, embarrassed and 
silent. They have lost control of their policy toward 
Russia. Zbigniew Brzezinski, who certainly is not ill- 
disposed toward them, recently passed a devastating 
judgment on this policy: “It has become the cemetery of 
America’s moral reputation.” Professor Cohen, a 
renowned Russian expert. even spoke about “the United 
States’ largest foreign policy disaster since Vietnam.” 


Both passed these judgments under the impression of 
recent events in Chechnya and the tolerant and helpless 
watching of this conflict by the United States. President 
Clinton has so far justified the United States’ observer 
policy, arguing that the military conflict 1s an internal 
Russian affair. until today, European chiefs of govern- 
ment have quickly adopted this interpretation. 


It is a fact that the democratization of Russia, which 
they, too, consider desirable. is an internal affair that 
they support with considerable investments. Since 
Yeltsin in this process has deviated from this course—— 
and that is what he is doing in Chechnya—it would be 
time for Clinton and his pariners at least to reconsider 
this investment policy. 


The bitter truth 1s, however, that there 1s not much to 
reconsider any more. Since the end of the Cold War, 
Washington and its Western Alliance partners have been 
lacking a coherent, crisis- proof, and strategically 
founded Russian policy. Instead. they simply banked on 
the person of Yeltsin with all hts weaknesses and impon- 
derabilities. 


Meanwhile this policy, which 1s oriented at Yeltsin, has 
become a walk on eggshells, as the recent assessment by 
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Vice President Al Gore has shown: “We are not backing 
Yeltsin as a person but as a democratically elected 
Russian institution.” In other words. for all his disas- 
trous mistakes in Chechnya, Yeltsin will continuc to 
remain sacrosanct for Washington. 


The wish for political stability in Moscow ' as priority 
over the flagrant violation of human rights in Chechnya. 
This is the second ‘ime within a few years that Wash- 
ington fails to sec the alarming signs of the time and 
stands by a worn-out man of yesterday. as it did under 
George Bush in connection with Mikhail Gorbachev. 


Partnership has become an important key word of the 
post-Cold War era. But partnership does not mean that a 
partner's mistakes should be tolerated uncriticall,: 1 
means keeping open an option to correct and thus 
prevent them. Actually, the violation of this partnership 
by Yeltsin did not stari in Chechnya. The “cold peace” 
threatened by him already began with Russia's new 
flirtation with Saddam Husayn, its pro-Serbian lone 
action in Bosnia, and its warning that this new world 
could not solely be led from a capital called Washington. 


Here a clear anti-partnership course by Moscow has been 
taking shape for monihs. Thus U.S. foreign policy is 
possibly facing its most serious test since the Vietnam 
war. That means */\21 this should be the great moment of 
a foreign policy strategist like Henry Kissinger. The sad 
and depressing veality is, however, that this is the 
momeni of foreign policy amateurs like Strobe Talbott 
or Al Gore. for wzorn it is all too much. 


Kohli Rejects Economic Sanctions Against Russia 


LD 1401084495 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0250 
GMT 14 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Frankfurt/Main (DDP/ADN)— 
Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl (CDU) has strongly 
rejected economic sanctions against Russia over human 
rights violations in Chechnya. They would definitely not 
have any effect, but would be more likely to strengthen the 
ultra right-wing forces in Russia. Kohl said in an interview 
with the FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE SONNTAG- 
SZEITUNG. 


Kohl said Germany had a special interest in Russia not 
becoming destabilized. Russia was still a nuclear super 
power, alongside the United States. If only for that 
reason, it was of decisive im; ortance “for the country to 
stay embedded in the overali process of peaceful devel- 
opment,” said Kohl. In spite of all the disappointment 
about developments in Chechnya, he wanted to do his 
utmost to support Yeltsin in his attempt to “lead Russia 
on the path to a state based on the rule of law. a 
parliamentary democracy and free economic order.” He 
would do what he could. said Kohl, to find a political 
solution to the conflict. 
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Rexrodt Interviewed A!)out Sanctions on Russia 


LD1601124095 Cologne eu hlanctunk Network in 
German 0615 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[Interview with Economic Affairs Minister Guenther 
Rexrodt by unidentified correspondent: place, date not 
given—recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text} [Correspondent] Sanctions 
against Moscow are reyected by Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
because. in his words, they would destabilize Russia. 
Hew stable 1s the economic situation in Russia? | asked 
Federal Economics Minister Guenther Kei radt whether 
the German Government has knowledge about the 
extent to which the Russian economy ts 4/:iTcring from 
the military operation in Checiinya. 


[Begin recording} [Rexrodt] No one knows for sure how 
great the impact has been on the Russian economy. We 
also do not know the extent of the military intervention 
and its costs and we still don’t know what the cost of 
rebuilding will be. This may have am impact on the ruble. 
But I would like to stress strongly that it 1s now up to the 
Russian Government to convince not only its population 
but also us, its western partners, that the policies of 
reform will continue. 


[Correspondent] Is this in any doubt? I said at the start 
that over the weekend views were expressed among the 
opposition that support for Moscow should stop, while, 
on the other hand. Chancellor Helmut Koh! said in a 
newspaper interview that he continued to support Boris 
Yeltsin and there were no grounds for carrying out 
sanctions. ™o you have any doubts about the reform 
process continuing? 


[Rexrodt] | assume that there ts no aiternative to the 
continuation of the policy of reform and I see no signs of 
a desire to deviate from this policy. We have no infor- 
mation that German industry, or anyone for that matter, 
is refraining from investment and trade relations with 
the Russian Federation. | think we would be weli advised 
not to panic. W. should make it clear to the Russian side 
in the political dialogue that things “annot continue as 
they are. but I would not like to call into question 
long-term economic relations with Russia, the Russian 
Federation. By doing so we would be helping to further 
destabilize the situation in Russia. 


[Correspondent] In your view, are there options for 
dealing with Moscow below the level of sanctions? 


[Rexrodt] Yes, these options are exhausted every day by 
the chancellor, by the foreign minister, and by others too. 
I am travelling to Russia in a week's time to a routine 
meeting of the German-Russian Cooperation Council 
and | will take every opportunity there to influence the 
Russians to ensure that the dreadful events in Chechnya 
be ended. 


[Correspondent] When you mect your colleagues in the 
cooperation council next week in St. Petersburg will you 
still be on the same wavelength as them? 
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{Rexrodt] Yes, certainly. as far as economic affairs and 
economic factors are concerned. We cannot be interested 
in a deterioration of the economic situation in Russia 
and an end to the reforms. However, | will not miss 2n 
opportunity in the talks to point out that there 1s linkage 
between the economy and politics which cannot be 
Strained excessively with impunity. 


[Correspondent] But yor are not thinking about making 
threats? 


[Rexrodt] Political talks, pressure, but not the breaking- 
off of any of the long-term projects which could cause 
lasting disruption to economic relations between Russia 
and Germany. I am saying this <specially because dis- 
ruption of this kind would lead to Russia's destabiliza- 
tion, in economic terms, and none of us know who would 
follow Yeltsin. 


[Correspondent] You keep stressing the word long-term, 
Mr. Rexrodt. Does this mean that there could be short- 
term cooperation projects which might be cancelled for 
the time being? 


{Rexrodt] No, we are in the middle of current projects. 
For instance, we do not want to stop conversion. that 1s 
converting military production shops to civilian needs, 
but we intend to cut back on our advisory services and 
other things too. The projects currently in progress will 
be continued and long-term projects will be tackled. | do 
not think that we should act in our dealings with cach 
other as if it is business as usual [preceding works in 
English]. However, | would not like to pursue a policy 
which results in a lasting disruption to relations. 


[Correspondent] So it means negotiating, talking to cach 
other, but no sanctions. from your point of view either? 


{[Rexrodt] No, that 1s not under consideration at present. 


[Correspondent] Would you sa) then. Mr. Rexrodt, that 
Russia remains a reliable partner in economic affairs? 


[Rexrodt] Russia has been in great difficulties for many 
years, we know this. In response to pressure from imter- 
national institutions but also—and | am convinced of 
this fact—as a result of its own realization, Russia has 
embarked on an economic course which has led to the 
consolidation of foreign economic relations. This means 
that Russia is currently meeting its international obliga- 
tions. We have agreed moratoriums on the Paris debtor 
agreement and many other things. and Russia is 
adhering io those agreements which have come in to 
force and is reliable to this extent. 


[Correspondeni] You said initially that the Federal Gov- 
ernment, as far as figures are concerned, cannot judge 
just how far the Chechnya crisis is straining the Russian 
economy. But is it not in the interest of Western inves- 
tors to gain an overview, since investors also depend on 
political stability. 


{Rexrodt] That is right. And no doubt this war 1s costing 
billions that are not available now for the peaccful 
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development of the economy. We must above all—and 
the figures are really quite irrelevant—know whether 
Russia ts to continue the reform course, and conversion 
and continues to build up the market economy. We must 
know whether Russia ts going to improve the framework 
conditions for investments—which still leave something 
to be desired. Once we have greater certainty in that 
respect then investment intentions by among others 
German industry would change. 


[Correspondent] Well, there has not been a lot of cer- 
tainty of late to which now has to be added the Chechnya 
crisis. Even so, you do not yet have the impression that 
German investors have become more reticent? 


[Rexrodt] No, as far as 1 know there is no reticence. Of 
course, | can say that only for the current talks and 
negotiations. | cannot know what business people are 
planning— whether they want to take up business rela- 
tions with Russia. Whether they are cutting back on that 
at present I do not know, and I cannot rule it out. But as 
far as current projects and negotiations are concerned 
they—- as far as | can make out—do not seem to head for 
trouble. 


[Correspondent] To summarize: What concrete 
demands will you be putting at the cooperation council 
meeting in St. Petersburg next week? 


[Rexrodt] | shall raise the subject of the political situa- 
tion—in as much as that is possible during such negoti- 
ations and talks. | shall express our urgent wish and 
appeal that matters in Chechnya be settled peacefully 
and quickly. And I shall also make it plain to the Russian 
side that we—in the economic area—cannot ignore 
Russia's conduct in Chechnya or pretend it has not 
happened. If you like, | shall have to point out that 
economy and politics go hand in hand. But we must keep 
a sense of proportion which will guide our talks in 
Russia. [end recording] 


Kinkel Outlines Key Areas of Foreign Policy 


LD1601115595 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1046 
GMT 16 Jan 9S 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel has said that the consol- 
idation of transatlantic relations. European integration, 
and the acceptance of shared global responsibility were 
the key areas of future German foreign policy. At the 
festive function marking the 125th anniversary of the 
Foreign Ministry. Kinkel said in Bonn today that 
another objective was the expansion of the Euro-Atlantic 
structures toward Eastern Europe. Kinkel said that the 
highest goal of German foreign policy was the consoli- 
dation and development of peaceful relations with all its 
neighboring states. Today Germany was in one of its 
happiest positions in its entire histezy. It was united in 
generally accepted frontiers, surrounded by friendly 
partners and without an mmmediate threat. 
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The foreign minister emphasized that ever since the 
turning point of 1945, German foreign policy had based 
its actions on fundamentally new models. The earlier 
concepts of power balance and hegemony were inappro- 
priate for the future. At the same time. Germany, after 
forty years of the Iron Curtain, should do everything to 
ensure that never again will the European continent be 
divided by opposing blocs. 


Kinkei affirmed his objective of leading Germany 
towards being a permanent member of the UN Security 
Council “with the same rights and obligations as other 
permanent members.” He also stressed tinnat as one of the 
richest countries in the world Germany must make its 
full contribution toward peacekeeping missions to 
implement the principles ‘aid down in the UN Charter. 


Concerning the war in Chechnya, the minister told the 
Russian leadership that in Chechnya human rights, 
international law, and CSCE principles were being “ vio- 
lated in an unacceptable manner.” Anyone wanting to 
preserve their territorial integrity should not do so by 
razing whole residential areas to the ground. He warned 
that the Russian leadershio was placing a heavy strain on 
its credibility as a partner aiming at reforms and democ- 
racy. It, too, will have to realize that a lasting solution 
could mean only a peaceful solution. 


Rejects Russian Sanctions 


AUI1501191395 Mainz ZDF Television Network in 
German 1810 GMT 15 Jan 95 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel by Klaus 
Rommerskirchen, place and date nut given—recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Aommerskirchen] On 
Wednesday [11 January] the Federal Cabinet on: again 
rejected economic pressure [on Russia due to the war in 
Chechnya]. It would weaken the reform forces, which 
must be supported, it was stated. This 1s also what the 
FRG foreign minister says; he sees the conflict as an 
internal Russian affair. 


[Kinkel] However, this dors not mean that Russia has 
free reign in trying to deal with this conflict. And we are 
strongly criticizing the way in which it 1s trying to do so, 
and | stick to that. We should now fir.i exhaust all 
available means in this way and not think of other 
measures. 


{[Rommerskirchen] However. you do not rule out other 
measures in the end, if the conflict escalates? 


[Kinkel] | do not want to speculate. | believe that it 
would be wrong to threaten with economic sanctions or 
other sanctions now. 


Reaffirms EU Commitment 


LD/401132895 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1215 
GMT 14 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN): Forcign 
Minister Kiaus Kinkel has stressed that Germany can no 
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longer “simply sit on the sidelines” regarding possible 
Bundeswehr missions ovtside the NATO area. Kinkel 
said today in Bonn at a celebration to mark the 125th 
anniversary of the German Foreign Ministry, that Ger- 
many no longer had the same role as during the time 
after the Second World War. 


At the same time he promised the Central and Eastern 
European countries that he would do all he could to 
ensure that they were integrated into the European 
Union as soon as possible. Germany has a “very special 
responsibility” towards these countries following unifi- 
cation, he said. 


Bundeswehr Ready To Help UN Croatia 
Withdrawal 


LD1401224395 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0313 
GMT 14 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Munich (DDP/ADN)—The 
Bundeswehr is preparing to lend support to a possible 
withdrawal of the UN blue helmets from Bosnia and 
Croaiia. Klaus Rose, chairman of the Bundestag defense 
committee, confirmed to the news magazine FOCUS 
that a parliamentary decision on the deployment of 
German Armed Forces will probably be made by the end 
of February. The Bundeswehr; needs about six weeks to 
bring the soldiers and military hardware offered to 
NATO to the deployment site. Rose does not expect 
there to be any serious incidents during the deployment. 
Since the Croats and Bosnian Serbs themselves now 
want the withdrawal of UN troops, attacks are not 
expected. 


Military’s Role Viewed 
AU1701124395 Munich FOCUS in German 16 Jan 95 
pp 30, 33 


[Report by Eugen Georg Schwarz: “Bundeswehr 
Ready”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] After 1 April, UN blue helmets 
might not only pull out of Croatia—as requested by 
President Franjo Tudjman—but also from Bosnia. The 
Bundeswehr is preparing for it. As Bundestag Defense 
Committee Chairman Klaus Rose of the Christian Social 
Union has confirmed for FOCUS, the decision on the 
deployment of German Armed Forces for covering the 
UN withdrawal would have to be made by mid- 
February. The Bundeswehr needs six weeks to take the 
2,000 soldiers, 28 aircraft, 14 warships, and one field 
hospital that it offered NATO to the required sites. 


Whether the Germans will have to practice the first 
emergency since World War II is, however, dubious. The 
Croats do not want any more blue helmets. The Bosnian 
Serbs can also only be happy about the withdrawal. 
“Attacks on withdrawing UN forces are, therefore, not to 
be expected,” as one high-ranking Bundeswehr officer 
said. 
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On the other hand, the Bosnians—who have to rely on 
UN protection—are hoping that the UN Security 
Council and Secretary General Butrus-Ghali will not 
forfeit the small remainder of their credibility, which 
they will if they withdraw from Bosnia- Herzegovina. 
Yet their hopes may be crushed by realities: If Tudjman 
bans the United Nations from using Croatian territory as 
the base for UNPROFOR [United Nations Protection 
Force] missions in Bosnia, the peacemaking units would 
hardly be able any more to fulfill their tasks. 


Has Tudjman prepared the stage for the last act of the 
Bosnian tragedy with his refusal to extend the UN 
mandate for Croatia? He wants to reach agreement with 
the Serbs in Belgrade and in Krajina in “peaceful talks” 
and make sure that the Serbs return again the third of 
Croatian territory that they conquered. This is what he 
promised his fellow citizens on television. If he were to 
achieve that, he could triumph o' er the opposition that 
is getting stronger and stronger in Zagreb. 


His sudden optimism of being able to peacefully solve 
the three- year-old Balkan crisis without UN help germi- 
nates, however, the old suspicion that Tudjman and 
Belgrade President Slobod?n Milosevic have already 
reached agreement on the distribution of Croatian and 
Serbian areas of interest—to the disadvantage of the 
Bosnians, as their political ancestors did once before. 


In 1939, Serbs and Croats together drew up a plan of how 
they could respond to the request from Zagreb for more 
Croatian influence in the multi-ethnic Yugoslav state. 
Apart from more autonomy, it also sugzested to readjust 
the state territory by adding the Bosnian districts of 
Travnik and Mostar. Although Jens Reuter, Balkans 
expert of the Munich-based South-East Institute, does 
not expect that this plas: will be implemented, it might 
still become the basis for a new understanding between 
Belgrade and Zagreb. 


Yet, once the United Nations have pulled out, the Croats 
and Serbs would ' ¢ free to solve the Bosnian “problem” 
in their way. There would be no more obstacles for the 
partition of Bosnia: Those parts of the country that are 
occupied by the Serbs even now would be included in a 
pan-Serbian confederation, and the Croatian and 
Muslim territories in a federation with Croatia. 


In the case of such a forced partition of the internation- 
ally recognized state of Bosnia-Herzegovina, Zagreb and 
Belgrade would only have to settle one issue, namely the 
course of the border between the two spheres of interest. 
If anything, the 1.9 million Muslims, the most populous 
ethnic group in Bosnia by far, could then only hope for 
an autonomous status in the Croatian federation. 


Only the United Nations can prevent the destructior of 
Bosnia. If it withdraws, which has become more likely 
again after Tudjman’s surprise coup, the Bosnians would 
be finished. Yet, it would not mean the end of the war 
yet. The Serbs have had an eye on Macedonia [The 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia—FYROM] 
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and Kosovo for a long time. The annexation of these 
territories is part ot the pan-Serbian dream. And why 
should they not make it come true? The United Nations 
would hardly stop them then. 


What is unclear is the effect a UN withdrawal would 
have on the relief actions. The organizations, including 
the German Red Cross and Caritas, use Croatia as a 
basis for a considerable share of these actions. That the 
relief flights from Ancona and Ramstein, in which the 
Luftwaffe is involved, would be affected is less proba- 
ble—as long as the Serbs keep Sarajevo airport open. 


Lafontaine on Possible Military Missions in 
Bosnia 

AUIS01152395 Vienna KURIER in German 15 Jan 95 
p3 


[Susanne Lintl report: “Social Democrats Must Advo- 
cate a Fair Society™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Apart from Social Democratic 
Party of Germany [SPD] Chairman Rudolf Scharping 
and Lower Saxony Minister President Gerhard 
Schroeder, Saarland Minister President Oskar Lafon- 
taine is one of the leading minds of the SPD. On the 
fringes of a lecture to party colleagues in Vienna about 
the future of the social democracy, KURIER asked him 
about the debate on the use of German combat planes in 
Bosnia (SPD Chairman Scharping has supported such an 
operation). Lafontaine said: “This issue is unnecessarily 
inflated in Germany. There is no UN request. However, 
if such a decision were to be made, it could not meet with 
the approval of the SPD because all our program deci- 
sions are against combat missions. Nevertheless, we are 
loyal to our alliance obligations within the framework of 
the United Nations and NATO and are willing to par- 
ticipate in Blue Helmet missions.” 


Regarding SPD strategies to regain power, he stated: “At 
the land and community level we are the strongest party 
in Germany and, therefore, have great opportunities to 
shape policy. At the federal level, the coalition of Chris- 
tian Democratic Union [CDU}/Christian Social Union 
[CSU] and Free Democratic Party of Germany has a 
slim majority, which shows that it is extremely fragile. In 
this situation we must be convincing through our work. 
The social democrats are children of the French revolu- 
tion, of the Age of Enlightenment. We must support the 
concepts of freedom, justice, and solidarity: We must 
strengthen the United Nations, expand the European 
community, and further develop NATO. If develop- 
ments once again dead backwards into ethnic and mili- 
tary conflicts in Europe, then I think that we social 
Democrats are called upon to stop such a renationaliza- 
tion of politics.” 


In connection with potential coalitions, Lafontaine said: 
“We are watching the rapprochement between the CDU/ 
CSU and the Greens with little interest. There are the 
most different statements by both sides. Most of the time 
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they indicate that, actually, they do not want to coop- 
erate after all. Therefore, this issue is currently not very 
interesting for the SPD.” 


Bundeswehr Tightens Measures Against Rightists 
AU1601153795 Hamburg BILD in German 16 Jan 95 p 2 


[Unattributed report: “Tough Measures Against Right- 
Wing Radicals”} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Bundeswehr will tighten 
disciplinary measures against radical right-wing soldiers. 
In the case of extremist, radical behavior, conscripts will 
basically be punished with arrest, and noncommissioned 
officers and officers must consider disciplinary proceed- 
ings, while soldiers who have signed up for a certain 
period of time can be dismissed without notice. 


Defense Minister Volker Ruehe ordered two soldiers of 
the guards battalion transferred who in a bus last year 
had shouted “gas the Jews” and “foreigners out.” 


Ruehe Faces Trouble With Bundeswehr General 
AU1601194595 Hamburg BILD in German 16 Jan 95 p 2 


[Report by Richard Voelkel: “A General Is Getting Into 
Trouble With Minister Ruehe”™] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Defense Minister Volker Ruehe 
is facing serious trouble with one of his most important 
commanders, Major General Gerd Schultze-Rhonhof 
(55). 


The general is commander of the Ist Tank Division in 
Hannover. At a New Year's reception, he criticized the 
Federal Constitutional Court's ruling on soldiers (that 
the statement that “soldiers are murderers” was not 
unlawful). The general said to compare soldiers to mur- 
derers is as absurd as to compare the Federal Constitu- 
tional Court to the People’s Law Court of the Nazis 
(which sentenced the resistance fighters of 20 July 1944, 
among others, to death). 


Minister Ruehe has threatened his general with conse- 
quences. Bundestag Defense Commissioner Alfred 
Biehle in BILD AM SONNTAG called for the replace- 
ment of the commander. 


Schultze-Rhonhof has rejected the accusations. He told 
BILD: “I considered my statements very thoroughly. and 
with these statements, | wanted to give the Constitu- 
tional Court food for thought.” The general added: 
“Soldiers keep asking me who protects us, what are our 
generals doing, and why do we only hear vague state- 
ments from them? Recruits are outraged and tell me that 
we are certainly not murderers. That is why I made that 
drastic comparison to the executioners of the People’s 
Law Court. Naturally, such a comparison is as absurd as 
that of soldiers and murderers. | wanted to stir up public 
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opinion. I did not say this spontaneously, but had to 
overcome a very high threshold of inhibitions.” 


Alliance 90/Greens See Harz ‘Neofascist Network’ 


AU1601 174595 Berlin NEUES DEUTSCHLAND in 
German 14-15 Jan 95 p 1 


[DDP/ADN/ND report: “Neofascist Network in Eastern 
Harz Region”™]} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Magdeburg—The eastern Harz 
res,ion is developing into a stronghold of a dense neofas- 
cist network, the Magdeburg Landtag Group of Alliance 
90/Greens notes. On its behalf, journalist Eberhard 
Seidel-Pielen has been doing research into the right-wing 
scene for several years. He concludes that it is organizing 
itself in a new way, particularly around Halberstadt- 
Wernigerode-Quedlinburg. He contradicts the view of 
the Land Offfice for the Protection of the Constitution, 
which says that there are no indications of a suprar- 
egional organization of right-wing extremists. 


Thus, one of the leaders arrested after the New Year's 
Eve riots in Wernigerode has close contacts with the 
heads of the FAP [Liberal Workers Party]. The journalist 
found 32-year-old Stefan Hupka, who has been active in 
Quedlingburg since 1993 and distributes nationalist pub- 
lications, to be one of those behind organized right-wing 
violence and propaganda. 


Alliance 90/Greens Group Chairman Hans-Jochen 
Tschiche has said that there is no reason to sound the 
all-clear. The political backgrounds to acts of violence 
are either not recognized or played down. In 1994 there 
were 166 xenophobic crimes in Saxony-Anhalt, almost 
twice as many as in 1993. 


In the meantime, a citizens’ initiative against the estab- 
lishment of right-wing groups and the distribution of 
extremist ideas has been founded in Quedlinburg. It has 
called for a demonstration today, Saturday [14 January]. 


Study: PKK Activities Continue Despite Ban 


AU1601114995 Berlin BERLINER ZEITUNG in 
German 13 Jan 95 p 17 


[DPA report: “Banned PKK Continues Activities’’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Workers Party of Kurdistan, 
PKK, which has been banned in Germany since 
November 1993, continues its activities unabated. 
According to a report by the Berlin Office for the 
Protection of the Constitution, many rallies and demon- 
strations have been organized even after the ban and 
money has been collected for supporting the autonomy 
struggle in eastern Turkey. 


In Berlin alone the PKK, which has 500 followers, gets 
up to ! million marks per year through the extortion of 
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protection money and donations, a study on “Foreign- 
ers’ Extremism in Berlin,” which was published yes- 
terday, says. 


A total of 2,900 of the approximately 400,000 roreigners 
who live in Berlin belong to extremist groups or groups 
influenced by extremists, Heinz Annussek, head of the 
Berlin Office for the Protection of the Constitution, said 
in an introduction to the 120- page study. Even though 
this is a very small proportion, Annussek stressed, they 
pose a considerable danger. The report, which was drawn 
up as part of the “transparency” series, is to provide the 
public with information about the background and rea- 
sons for conflicts that occur in Berlin. 


Regarding the problems of the Kurds. the study con- 
cludes that the Kurds’ striving for autonomy cannot be 
suppressed with armed force in the long run. “The 
devastation of the infrastructure and the destruction of 
the bases for life in Turkish Kurdistan” will rather raise 
the number of PKK followers. The polarization in 
Turkey can then also have a direct effect on the security 
situation in Germany. 


Another focus of the study are state terrorist efforts. 
Thus, the Mykonos attack, in which four Kurdish leaders 
were shot dead in Berlin in 1992, “permits the conclu- 
sion that Iran continues to be willing to use terrorist 
means in persecuting political opponents abroad, 
without consideration for foreign policy concerns.” For 
more than a year five men have been on trial at the 
Berlin Chamber Court for the assassinations. However, 
Iranian opposition ‘rembers—such as the people's 
mohajedin—may use force against followers of the 
Tehran Government at any time, it is said. Therefore, 
they are also classified as being oriented toward violence. 


Eggert: Deportation Ban on Kurds ‘Not Necessary’ 


AU1701114395 Munich FOCUS in German 16 Jan 95 
p 29 


[Interview with Saxony Interior Minister Heinz Eggert 
by Ulrich Reitz: “Upset With Kinkel”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Saxony Interior Minister Heinz 
Eggert, of the Christian Democratic Union [CDU], last 
week went to Turkey to get information on the treatment 
of the Kurds. Following a resolution by the Federal 
Government, Kurds will not be deported from German 
prisons for the time being. Eggert does not understand 
why. 


[Reitz] Can one deport Kurds to Turkey with a clear 
conscience? 


[Eggert] The various people | talked to in Turkey told me 
that a general ban on deportation is not necessary. An 
examination of individual cases is sufficient. The court 
rulings against the Kurdish deputies have nothing at all 
to do with the deportation issue. 
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[Reitz] Can the Kurds in Turkey be sure of being treated 
absolutely in line with the principles of a law-governed 
state? 


[Eggert] There are again and again complaints about the 
mistreatment of deported Kurds. The Turkish Govern- 
ment promised me that it is ready to conclude an 
agreement with Germany that no longer leaves any room 
for doubts that deportees are not treated in line with the 
principles of a law-governed state. 


[Reitz] What should such an agreement look like? 


[Eggert] First, Turkey guarantees that lawyers are per- 
mitted even to attend the first interrogation of deportees 
by the police. Second, deportees who claim that they 
were tortured can bring independent doctors who 
examine these accusations. 


[Reitz] This Monday [16 January], the head of the 
Turkish intelligence service will come to Bonn. What 
will he do here? 


[Eggert] | have heard that. too. He is probably going to 
discuss this agreement with the Federal Government. 
The Turkish interior minister promised me that Ankara 
iS very anxious to conclude this agreement with Ger- 
many very quickly. 


[Reitz] How does the German Embassy in Ankara assess 
the situation in Turkey? 


[Eggert] The ambassador told me that Kurds in Turkey 
have an alternative to flee within the country, namely to 
the western part of the country. Therefore there is no 
reason for us in terms of foreign policy not to deport 
Kurds. 


[Reitz] So the ban on deportations ts linked to domestic- 
policy reasons? 


[Eggert] Quite so. If the Federal Government thinks it 
still needs some time then it has to be granted this time. 
I have said what I think about it. According to the 
German Embassy in Ankara there 1s no ethnic persecu- 
tion in Turkey. Democracy deficits affect Kurds and 
Turks alike. 


[Reitz] What has Foreign Minister Klaus K inkel said on 
the issue? 


FBIS-WEU-95-010 
17 January 1995 


[Eggert] With his request for halting deportations. he 
has, unfortunately, challenged the assessment of his own 
ambassador. As interior minister this has put me in a 
difficult situation. Who should | rely on in my decision 
to deport somebody or not? 


[Reitz] This is why Saxony will also extend the deporta- 
tion ban? 


{Eggert} We have no other choice under these circum- 
stances. 


[Reitz] You hz-e claimed that Turkish human nghts 
expert Akin Birdai is not against deportations. The 
Greens Bundestag deputy Oezdemir. who spoke to 
Birdal, says that this 1s not true. 


[Eggert] | have the protocol of my conversation with 
Birdal. Plus, | have witnesses. He said: “A general 
deportation ban is not necessary but an exact examina- 
tion of individual cases is. We are ready to cooperate 
with the German Embassy in this connection.” 


Schmidhuber Appointed Central Bank Council 
Member 


AU1701115995 Munich FOCUS in German 16 Jan 95 
pill 


[Unattributed report: “Waigel’s Confidant Appointed” ] 


[|FBIS Translated Text] Former EC Commissioner Peter 
Schmidhuber, Christian Social Union [CSU], will 
become a member of the Bundesbank’s Central Bank 
Council. 


This was agreed by the party chairmen of the Christian 
Democratic Union and CSU, Helmut Kohl and Theo 
Waigel. The 63-year-old Schmidhuber 1s to become the 
sixth member of the Bundesbank directorate and prima- 
rily prepare the second stage of the European economic 
and monetary union. 


With this Waigel once again enforced his will in filling a 
top position in the Central Bank Council: In addition to 
Franz- Christoph Zeitler, the current state secretary in 
the FRG Finance Ministry, who will become president of 
the Bavarian Land Central Bank at the beginning of 
March, Schmidhuber will be the second CSU politician 
in this influential body. The Central Bank Council is 
essential in determining Germany's monetary policy. 
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Chirac Urges End to Repression in Chechnya 


LD1601220995 Paris France-lnter Radio Network in 
French 1800 GMT 16 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Jacques Chirac has made a 
detour in his campaign to show an interest in Russia. 
The mayor of Paris is in fact president of the commission 
for greater Europe, which groups together leading mem- 
bers of European parties and Russian political leaders. 
Chirac wishes to see Russia become a democratic and 
peaceful power and he has asked for an end to repression 
in Chechnya. Chirac knows that there is a wide gap 
between wishes and reality, and to illustrate it he chose a 
poem in the form of a lullaby—words, not sung, recorded 
by Luc Lemonnier: 


{Begin Chirac recording] Our ambition is to participate 
in a great plan, which is to make sure that as soon as 
possible there is a powerful, democratic and peaceful 
Russia, with very close links with a European whole that 
has the same characteristics. I remember from the time 
of my youth a lullaby sung in Russian. It was a grandfa- 
ther saying to his grandchild: The wicked Chechen wants 
to kill you and he is sharpening his long knife. But do not 
worry, your grandfather is keeping watch; sleep my child, 
you may sleep. The translation is very free, but it means, 
it means that the problem between the Russians and the 
Chechens does not date from yesterday. [end recording] 


Industry Minister on Nuclear Contract With China 


LD1501101695 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 0800 GMT 15 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] France is to build a second 
nuclear center in China. It is an enormous contract, 
signed a few hours ago by Industry Minister Jose Rossi, 
who went to conclude the deal. It was not easy, the two 
days and two nights of discussions to settle the final 
points of this deal, which had been in preparation for 
many months. The nuclear center will be built at Daya 
Bay. To give you an idea: This deal represents for France 
more than one year’s worth of foreign trade with China. 
Eric Meyer: 


[Meyer] Fifteen billion francs for two nuclear reactors of 
900 megawatts at Daya Bay in Guangdong province. The 
beneficiaries are: Framatome, which—with a contract 
worth 6 billion—can guarantee full employment for 
9,000 employees until after the year 2000; (?GEC) 
Alsthom, with nearly 3 billion for the generators and 
turbines, as well as 1.6 billion for another conventional 
center; and EDF [French Electricity] and BNP [National 
Bank of Paris] for financing. 


The size of this contract exceeds the total of trade between 
France and China for last year. It opens fine doors for the 
future since, with its two reactors. it adds to the two others 
already built. France is becoming—in nuclear material—the 
privileged partner of China, which has very great ambitions, 
since the province of Guangdong itself intends to build eight 
others between now and 2010. 
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This contract will no doubt cause two to be displeased: 
the United States—which had intended to compete with 
France in this market—and Hong Kong, which views 
with anxiety two new reactors being installed at its gates. 


Eric Meyer, in Beijing for France Inter. 


Yemeni President Arrives in Paris 15 Jan 


JN1501192995 Sanaa Yemeni Republic Radio Network 
in Arabic 1900 GMT 15 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] At 1745 Sanaa local time, 
brother Lieutenant General ‘Ali "Abdallah Salih, presi- 
dent of the [Yemeni] Republic, arrived at Orly Interna- 
tional Airport. The president is leading a high-level 
delegation on an official visit to the Republic of France 
in response to an invitation by French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand. The brother president will hold talks 
with French official on ways to bolster bilateral relations 
in all fields. The brother president was accorded an 
official reception at Orly Airport in Paris. 


The brother president of the Republic earlier stopped at 
Cairo Airport en route to Paris. He was received by his 
brother, Egyptian President Husni Mubarak, and several 
Egyptian officials. The two presidents held a closed 
meeting in Cairo, in which they discussed several issues 
of interest to brotherly relations between the two fra- 
ternal countries, developments in the Arab and regional 
arenas, and international issues of common concern. 


Discusses Saudi Border Problem 


NC1501203395 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1955 GMT 
15 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Paris, 15 Jan (MENA)—Yemeni 
President ‘Ali “Abdallah Salih said upon his arrival in Paris 
this evening that the talks he held with [Egyptian] President 
Husni Mubarak today focussed on efforts to restore Arab 
solidarity and Arab reconciliation following the tripartite 
summit among Saudi King Fahd and Presidents Husni 
Mubarak and Hafiz al-Asad in Alexandria. 


He said: Efforts are being made, and this is a good 
beginning which we hope will continue to restore Arab 
solidarity and resolve bilateral differences among Arab 
countries. 


On his visit to France, the Yemeni president told the 
Arab, Paris-based Radio Orient that Yemen and France 
enjoyed excellent cooperation before the Gulf war. This 
cooperation stopped for a while and is now being 
resumed, he said. 


He said a number of protocols for economic cooperation 
will be signed during the visit. 


The Yemeni president thanked France for its position on 
Yemen’s ordeal during the recent war there. He said 
France made excellent efforts at the international level to 
support Yemen's unity and democracy. 
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On the border problem between Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen and whether it was contained through recent 
initiatives, President Salih said: The problem was con- 
tained. God willing, efforts to contain and remove all the 
repercussions of the crisis that emerged over the past 
weeks will continue. 


On a question about an imminent visit by him to Saudi 
Arabia, the Yemeni president said this is possible when 
the climate is prepared and when “the high-level prepa- 
ratory committee of the two leaderships meet to discuss 
ways to solve the border problem between the two 
countries and normalize relations.” 


Holds Talks With Mitterrand 


JN1601183895 Sanaa Yemeni Republic Radio Network 
in Arabic 1700 GMT 16 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] At the Elysee in Paris today, 
French President Francois Mitterrand received brother 
Lieutenant General [Yemeni] President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah 
Salih. The brother president reviewed at the Elysee a 
guard of honor that lined up to greet him. 


The two presidents held an official round of talks. They 
discussed the distinguished bilateral relations and ways 
of promoting and advancing the joint economic, tech- 
nical, and cultural cooperation between the two friendly 
countries. They also discussed a number of regional and 
international developments of mutual interest, espe- 
cially the peace process in the region. The brother 
president expressed the appreciation of our country— 
leadership, government, and people—for President 
Francois Mitterrand and the French Government and 
people for their support for Yemeni unity during the 
treasonous secessionists’ sedition in Yemen. He 
described that support as a brave and fair stand. The 
brother president praised France's support for democra- 
tization in our country. He commended the progress 
witnessed by the bilateral relations and the economic, 
technical, and cultural cooperation between our country 
and France to translate the aspirations of the two 
friendly peoples and achieve their joint interests. He 
stressed our country’s desire and eagerness to expand 
relations and provide all facilities and care for French 
investments in our country. 


For his part, President Francois Mitterrand welcomed 
the brother president in his visit to France. He indicted 
that he personally and the French people harbor friendly 
sentiments and great admiration for Yemen and the 
Yemeni people's continued struggle and ancient cultural 
heritage. He stressed that France is eager to bolster and 
promote its relations with our country in all fields of 
cooperation in the service of the interests of the two 
friendly countries. 


The meeting was attended by brother Dr. Muhammad 
Sa‘id al-‘Attar, deputy prime minister and industry min- 
ister, and President Mitterrand’s political adviser. 
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In a separate development, President Francois Mitter- 
rand held a luncheon at the Elysee in honor of the 
brother president. It was attended by the delegation 
accompanying the brother president, the Yemeni charge 
d'affaires in Paris, and senior French officials. 


Chirac Interviewed on Algeria, Russia Policy 
LD1301180695 


[FBIS Editorial Report] Paris France-Inter Radio Net- 
work in French at 0640 GMT on 13 January on its “Petit 
Dejeuner” program carries a 55-minute live interview 
with presidential candidate Jacques Chirac. The inter- 
view ends at 0800 GMT, with a break at 0700 GMT for 
news. Correspondents Ivan Levai, Bernard Guetta, and 
Ralph Pinto are the interviewers. 


Chirac’s political background and career 1s described. 
Chirac says: He will fight his presidential campaign to 
the end, even after Balladur enters the race: reforms 
must be carried out to solve France’s economic and 
social problems; he acknowledges that Balladur has 
Pasqua’s support for his campaign; he presents his plan 
for France, “France for All,” as being a clear and original 
policy which sets out the differences between himself 
and Balladur; says that so far the more important 
reforms have not yet been carried out by Balladur's 
government, indebtedness must be reduced, a pollution 
tax should be introduced, and confidence must be 
restored; and he says that if elected president, he will not 
dissolve the National Assembly. 


In answer to a question as to whether he agrees or 
disagrees with Balladur on the subject of European 
construction; the need for a strong franc: the alignment 
of the franc with the Deutschmark; and whether France 
should have privileged partners other than Germany, 
Chirac replies: 


“First of all, Europe is a necessity, European construc- 
tion is a necessity. Europe will not survive in the face of 
what is happening in the Americas or Asia if it 1s not well 
organized and united. 


“Second, today France has reached a crisis stage in that 
its institutions are no longer properly adapted to the 
number of countries which make it up, and so we are 
going to have a big international conference, as you 
know. It is going to be a very difficult problem. Recently, 
I had a long meeting with Chancellor Kohl, two days ago 
I met the British prime minister. It is going to be very 
difficult. We must be aware that there can be no possible 
success in solving the crisis that is shaping up for Europe 
at the intergovernmental conference if there is no strong 
French-German agreement, and so I am in favor of talks 
with our German friends to achieve a French-German 
agreement, which alone can make it possible to create 
the necessary energy to overcome this obstacle. 


“However, naturally, if the Germans maintain the position 
which they expressed unofficially in a recent report, called 
the [word indistinct] report. which anticipates having a very 
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small federal core. which is quite in accordance with their 
culture and their interests, but not ours, then we shall have 
a great deal of difficulty in getting past this stage. Hence the 
importance of incorporating the French-3ritish dimension 
in European thinking.” 


Chirac is interrupted by a correspondent at this point and 
does not return to the subject again. He declines to answer 
the question about the status of the franc at this point. while 
stressing that there can be no progress without monetary 
stability and that there can be no monetary stability without 
a iurge reduction in France's debt: hence a reexamination of 
expenditures is required. not necessarily to cut it, but at 
least to make it more efficient. 


Asked whether he believes that France’s policy of sup- 
port for Algerian President Zeroual has a future, Chirac 
replies: 


“I do not believe that one can say France’s Algerian 
policy is a policy of support for the authorities in power, 
for the government and the president in power. It is a 
policy of aid for all Algerians. Our problem is one of 
proximity to Algeria, and thus the fact that we are 
involved and it is our ambition to do everything possible 
to permit a dialogue to take place. That is very difficult 
today, as we can see, but there are, nevertheless. glim- 
mers of hope, and the Rome meeting to which you 
alluded a moment ago, which for the second time has 
made it possible to bring about a rapprochement 
between a certain number of Algerian political represen- 
tatives, including the representatives of the FIS [Islamic 
Salvation Front}. is without doubt a move in the right 
direction. It must be supported, and France supports it.” 


Correspondent Pinto: “Do you believe that France must 
now even more clearly maintain relations with the FIS?” 


Chirac: “It is not France's business to interfere in Alge- 
rian internal affairs. It is an independent state. On the 
other hand, whenever possible. it must promote dia- 
logue. That is what it is doing, and I have no further 
comment to make.” 


Asked whether he agrees that the republics at war in the 
Caucasus are part of the Russian Federation, Chirac 
replies: “Yes, that is true, although this assertion has its 
limits, as Foreign Minister Alain Juppe himself said. It is 
true that it is a problem which legally, constitutionally, is 
a Russian internal problem. Chechnya is part of Russia. 
That was not sufficient reason to approve or even to 
accept the excesses that we are witnessing today. Let me 
remind you that Russia is a signatory of the CSCE 
{Conference for Security and Cooperation in Europe], 
the former European security organization, and in this 
Capacity it undertook not to employ certain means in the 
event of internal difficulties, either against people—and 
thus to respect human rights—or against minorities; and 
in these terms, it committed itself to respect the rights of 
minorities, and one is obliged to note today that from 
this point of view, it is not altogether acting in accor- 
dance with the commitments it has made, and I believe 
it should be reminded of this.” 


FRANCE 17 


Unidentified correspondent: “So if things continue in 
this way, should there be economic sanctions against 
Russia, as some are already proposing?” 


Chirac: “I believe that strong diplomatic approaches 
should first be made to Russia to remind it of the 
undertakings it has made, because whatever tragic events 
we are seeing in Chechnya, we must also be aware of the 
fact that it is not in anyone's interest, and particularly 
not in the interests of the West. for Russia to be. in a 
way, chopped into slices. So our problem is not one of 
interfering in Russian affairs: it is to ensure that human 
rights and the rights of minorities are honored as all the 
countries that signed the CSCE. including Russia. under- 
took to do.” 


Same correspondent: “And if they do not listen to us?” 


Chirac: “Then we shall see.” 


Nation’s Role as Islamist Target Discussed 
95P20366 


[FBIS Editorial Report] When France did not negotiate 
with the Algerian Airbus hijackers, “a sigh of relief” was 
breathed by Tunisians, Kabyls, Moroccans, Egyptians, 
and Israelis, and wherever the “Islamist Internationale” 
iS Organizing its holy war, wrote Jean Daniel in his 
editorial in the 28 December-4 January Paris weekly LE 
NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR. While Algerian authorities 
can complain that they were deprived of the right to 
settle an incident that began on their own soil, the 
French police acquitted themselves of their task so well 
that any complaint seems “densory,” Daniel continued. 
It is more important to “discern what is happening to 
us,” he noted. For the Islamists. France 1s “worse than 
Americans and Israelis combined in the eves of Arab 
nationalists,” Daniel contented. The French are accused 
of first colonizing the Algerians’ territory and then their 
souls. An attack against an Air France aircraft. “the 
symbol of an escape to the place that pollutes the mind, 
debauches, and thus leads to apostasy” 1s a “blow to the 
very heart of the enemy.” French has become the lan- 
guage of “blasphemers,” and even English is preferable 
to it. While it is difficult to persuade an entire people to 
accept such “inept” thinking. it is easy to convince “sick, 
credulous, and receptive’ minds that Islam has already 
prepared for sacrifice, Daniel contended. Moreover. 
Islamist propaganda is “quite clever,” for it succeeded in 
persuading “the best minds” in Algeria and France that 
French officials supported the interruption of the clec- 
toral process that had produced an Islamist majority in 
the first round. This is not true, Daniel affirmed. Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand had remained “neutral” —too 
neutral in the view of the Algerian Government. This 
should be remembered, he continued. at a time when it 
is said in the United States that the Algerians, “deprived 
of their dignity” during the election, were compelled to 
seek it through the use of arms. The interruption of the 
electoral process “relieved and embarrassed everyone.” 
As for France’s present attitude of “wait-and-see,” 11 is 
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similar to that adopted by most Algerians. France does 
not wish for an Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) victory, but 
is alarmed by the extent of the repression. France nev- 
ertheless remains a “priviledg ; iarget™ for the ultrafun- 
damentalists. because it is the “true hope’ for 
democratic progress in Algeria. In spite of colonialism’s 
bitter memories, it is a “haven” for Algerians. France is 
best placed to understand the “real Algeria's” pluralist 
and freedom-loving character. More importantly, Daniel 
continued, most of the Algerian “elites.” be they reli- 
gious or not, have understood that Islam can be prac- 
ticed most freely and rethought most audaciously within 
the “priviledged context of French laicity.” Islamists 
have perceived it too, Daniel concluded, and this is why 
they will never forgive France. 


Balladur Visits Nuclear Submarine Facility 


LD16011936958 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1800 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Three days before the probable 
announcement of his candidacy. Edouard Balladur has 
reviewed the troops. This morning it was his political 
troops, since he invited to the Matignon for breakfast the 
RPR [Rally for the Republic] ministers who support 
him, including the last two to date: Charles Pasqua and 
Michel Giraud. 


During the day it was the sailors he inspected, those of 
the Ile Longue, the Brest nuclear submarine base, where 
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the prime minister had gone to see the Triomphant, the 
last of the nuclear ballistic missile submarines to date. 
Balladur even lunched on board. Miche! Polacco reports: 


[Polacco] Feouard Balladur was accompanied by 
[Deiense Minister] Francois Leotard for ihis first official 
visit by statesmen on board the future jewel of French 
deterrence. It was a premiere: 4 visit, top-to-bottom. to 
the modern and at times very secret installations; lun- 
cheon on board with the test team, which on Wednesday 
[18 January] night will carry out the first launching of a 
missile, if the weather is good, a missile without a 
warhead. of course. But it “ill be the first official 
affirmation of the capacities of the M-45 missile and the 
future nuclear ballistic submarines, successors of the 
Redoutable, with a range of about 6,000 kilometers for 
the missiles, and the depth to which the Triomphant is 
able to descend is over 500 meters, verified on 4 January; 
however, the exact depth ts a secret. 


The Triomphant will be in operational service in Sep- 
tember 1996. From now until then it will undergo six 
months of modifications that will proceed from the 
present tests; then a new period of tests will precede its 
handing over to the navy, and its entry into active 
service. 


Balladur reaffirmed the place of deterrence in France's 
defense policy, one of the big acquisitions of the Fifth 
Republic, he ne><* forgets to point out, but without 
encroaching on the functions of the head of state. 
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Dini on Receiving Mandate To Form New 
Government 


LD1301171295 Rome RAI Due Television Network in 
Italian 1605 GMT 13 Jan 98 


[Acceptance speech by Lamberto Dini on being given the 
mandate to form new government by Italian President 
Oscar Scalfaro on 13 January; place not given—live or 
recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] I would like to thank the presi- 
dent of the republic for the honor and confidence he 
showed in me when he granted me the mandate to form 
a new government. Naturally, I accepted it with reserva- 
tions. I will form a government which, by the very nature 
of the fact that the head of state chose me, will consist of 
people with no links with political groups, but selected 
only on the basis of their professionalism and ability. 
This will basically be a government of technocrats. For 
the same reason, the government will have a well-defined 
program, centered on solutions to the problems that 
appear particularly urgent. 


I am primarily talking about the mini budget in order to 
overturn the present trends and help the economic 
recovery and alleviate unemployment. I have full confi- 
dence in the country’s capability and its human and 
business resources. 


In addition to guaranteeing the efficiency of this mini 
budget, and in accordance with the agreement reached 
with the trade unions and the employers that preceded 
the approval of the budget. it will be necessary to draft 
bills relating to the agreements on pensions; it will also 
be necessary to draft bills, even temporary, if you want, 
on the use of media in order to preserve the par condicio 
for which all political forces have on several occasions 
called, and more than anyone the president of the 
republic in his message of 31 December 1994. 


Finally, being well aware of the fact that regional coun- 
cils’ mandate will run out in the spring, and therefore, 
the elections for their renewal are imminent, it is neces- 
sary immediately to start preparing and passing a new 
electoral law that will modify the current one, based on 
the proportional system. 


In full accord with the head of state, to whom I promised 
to report shortly. | will hold no formal consultations. I 
intend to proceed with the forming of the government 
with full respect for Article 92 of the Constitution. The 
government will be committed to making absolutely sure 
that the republic’s democratic institutions will remain 
stable. 


I hope the formation of the new government will con- 
tribute to the appeasement of the political climate and 
will lead to a loyal and fair relationship between the 
government and all other state bodies and authorities. 
Thank you very much. 
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Berlusconi Comments on Mandate 


LD1301175295 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1709 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] “The head of state has decided, 
and we respect this «ecision,” Silvio Berlusconi said, 
commenting on the task given by President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro to Lamberto Dini. Berlusconi praised Dimi. 


However, the outgoing prime minister also added that 
the result of the 27 March 1994 election could not be 
disregarded and that only new elections soon would 
permit the creation of a stable and authoritative coali- 
tion. “The idea of a short truce, guaranteed by a govern- 
ment of technocrats can be a serious and useful,” he 
added. 


PDS Ready To Support Dini 
LD1301213695 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1740 GMT 13 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The PDS [Democratic Party of 
the Left] has nothing against Lamberto Dini and is ready 
to vote in favor of his government if it will be a “cabinet 
super partes,” PDS Secretary Massimo D’Alema said at 
a news conference at the PDS headquarters. 


He said that the Dini cabinet—given the program that 
has been announced—cannot be a “preelection govern- 
ment” but must be [a government] “of goals.” 


Popular Party To Support Dini 
LD1301215395 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1844 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translatec Excerpt] [Italian Popular Party Secre- 
tary Rocco] Buttiglione has clearly said yes to ini. “We 
will vote in favor of the Dini cabinet because it is in line 
with the requests we made for a government with a high 
technical profile,’ Buttiglione said. 


It will have the “task of doing the most urgent things and 
of creating a calmer political climate,” making it easier 
to talk to Forza Italia. [passage omitted] 


Dini Continues Work on New Government 


LD1601124195 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 1000 GMT 16 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Prime Minister-designate 
Lamberto Dini continues his consultations today to try 
and form a new government. The president of the 
republic may receive the list of ministers tomorrow. 
Meanwhile, the choosing of under secretaries is causing a 
controversy. 


[Correspondent Augusto Muojo] In order to resolve the 
thorny issue of the politically charged appointment of 
under secretaries, Scalfaro presented Dini with a revolu- 
tionary solution: Make no appointment at all: the func- 
tion of under secretary can be carried out from time to 
time by the director general of each ministry. This 
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proposal was put forward by Scaifaro during yesterday's 
meeting. Dini has reportedly given the president a draft 
list of ministers, and the president has invited him not to 
choose too many ministers from the nght-wing. 


A new meeting might take place today. Dini’s program, 
which is based on four points—a mini-budget, pension 
-eform, media regulation, and a new regional electoral 
law—is being worked on by a group of his aides. [passage 
omitted] 


Scalfaro said that all ministers will have to be high- 
profile technocrats chosen regardless of their political 
ideas. This means that the government will have to try 
and muster the widest-possible suppcrt in parliament. 
[passage omitted] 


Freedom Alliance Sets Conditions 


LD1701102895 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 1900 GMT 16 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Freedom [and Good 
Government] Alliance met at Chigi Palace [prime min- 
ister’s office] today. The former ruling coalition or what 
is left of it reiterated its own joint position while pointing 
to the conditions on which it ts prepared to support 
{Lamberto} Dini’s government. 


Now we go to Fulvio Damiani. So, what are these 
conditions? We already know some of them. 


[Damiani] I would say, as you said at the beginning [of 
the bulletin], that the stand-off is going on regarding the 
formation of a new government. And, as you said, the 
situation seems to have become increasingly compli- 
cated now. In a meeting which is still under way the 
Freedom Alliance decided that it will support the new 
government only on condition that the 27 March elec- 
toral result is taken into account and that the constitu- 
tion 1s fully respected. 


What does this mean? It means that the Alliance does not 
accept that high-profile technocrats who took part in 
[Silvio] Berlusconi’s government are excluded from the 
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new government. Here there is a fairly obvious reference 
to Gianni Letta [former cabinet under secretary] and 
Giulio Tremonti [former finance minister]. 


As regards the other aspect, that is, the idea of having 
technocrat under secretaries. the Alliance stresses that, 
according to routine procedure, under secretaries have to 
be chosen from among the parliamentarians. It may be 
the case that this procedure, the statement [re\cased by 
the Alliance} says, is deliberately being ignored in order 
to please the left-wing parties. In other words, the 
Alliance is afraid that Dini may be under a kind of 
political pressure aimed at forming a government which 
will last longer than the implementation of its tasks 
would require. That could result in the elections being 
postponed and the Alliance is keen on them taking place 
between March and June. [passage omitted] 


Dini Denies Presidential ‘Pressure’ 


LD1701113795 Rome RAI Due Television Network in 
Italian 1045 GMT 17 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Prime minister-designate Lam- 
berto Dini has issued the following statement: It is still 
being alleged that the president of the republic is exerting 
pressure on and interfering in the task I am trying to 
carry out in order to form a government in accordance 
with the mandate that was given to me. I rule out this 
allegation which, apart from being entirely groundless, 
seriously offends the dignity of the head of state as well 
as my own personal dignity. In carrying out the difficult 
task with which I was entrusted, Dini said, | am only 
being guided by a strict respect of the Constitution and 
by the need to form a government which, in spite of its 
limited composition and program, will be capable of 
fulfilling the current expectations. 


That is che statement issued by prime minister-designate 
Lamberto Dini. 


Dini is about to go to the Quirinale Palace, where he is 
expected to meet the president, but also, pertiaps. he may 
give the president a list of ministers. 
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ae Rules Out Early Elections, Proposes 


LD1301211995 Madrid Teletexto TVE in Spanish 2034 
GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translaied Text] At a mass meeiing organized by 
his party in Valencia, Felipe Gonzalez said there will not 
be early elections. 


He urged the main opposition party to support and help 
the economic recovery that is taking place in Spain and 
will enable it to surmount the crisis. To this end he said, 
“I hold out my hand” for a serious and responsible 
dialogue. 


The prime minister referred to the fact that we are 
experiencing a difficult political situation, but “we have 
to get used to swimming against the tide because we have 
strength. legitimacy, and a just cause.” 


Economy Recovers; FMS Withdrawal Ruled Out 


LD1601143795 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 1200 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Both the peseta and the stock 
markets started the week on a note of recovery, which 
allowed Economy Minister Pedro Solbes to say that the 
crisis is over. In Brussels. where he is attending the first 
EU finance council under France’s presidency, Solbes 
said that today the ministers will not discuss the insta- 
bility of the peseta, the lira, and the escudo, which 
experienced moments of crisis last week. He denied that 
government fiscal measures such as increasing value 
added tax are contrary to economic convergence. The 
government's aim, Solbes said, 1s to achieve a consider- 
able reduction of the public deficit which will allow our 
country to be one of the front-runners of economic and 
monetary union. 


At the opening of a seminar organized by the British 
magazine THE ECONOMIST, Minister in the Prime 
Minister's Office Alfredo Perez Rubalcaba reaffirmed 
the offer made to [opposition Popular Party leader] Jose 
Maria Aznar by the prime minister to pool efforts to end 
the political uncertainty. and he added that if the Pop- 
ular Party wants a change of government it must offer a 
constructive censure motion. 


At the same seminar Foreign Minister Javier Solana 
referred to the political situation and to recovery in the 
financial markets today. Good afternoon, [Correspon- 
dent] Jose Luis Garcia Sanchez. 


[Garcia Sanchez] Good afternoon. The peseta is not 
going to leave the European Monetary System. Foreign 
Minister Javier Solana has just made this categorical 
statement. [passage omitted] 


Minister Calls For Dialogue 


LD1701095395 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 0800 GMT 17 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Calm is returning to the financial 
markets with a slight recovery of the peseta which is up 
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40 centimos against the German mark. European Union 
finance ministers expressed support for our currency and 
for the latest measures taken by the Spanish Government 
to contain the public deficit. 


The government believes that last week's exchange rate 
turbulence is over and calls for efforts to be pooled to 
cons Aidate recovery. In this connection the government 
again invites the opposition to dialogue. Alfredo Perez 
Rubalcaba, ihe minister spokesman for the government: 


[Begin Perez Rubalcaba recording] Basically, as I have 
said, it is a matter of establishing conditions for the 
exercise of political rivalry so that this political rivalry 
does not harm what, at the moment, is the most impor- 
tant task facing Spain, which is, economic recovery. We 
should all agree on some facts—that Spain is a country 
worth investing in, that we are all agreed that the 
economy must be boosted, that we are all agreed that the 
peseta must be defended when it comes under specula- 
tive attack. I think that these are some basic elements of 
what we call general interests on which we should all be 


agreed. [end recording] 


Opposition Conditionally Accepts Dialogue 


LD1701101495 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 0800 GMT 17 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} This week, together with other 
political parties, the Popular Party [PP] will formulate its 
proposal to present a censure motion. [PP leader] Jose 
Maria Aznar says he is open to the government's offer of 
dialogue but on one condition: the calling of early 
elections. 


[Begin Aznar recording] | am (?and have been) for a 
greater exercise of generosity, sacrifice, and under- 
standing if, and I repeat, if it is to get Spain out of the 
crisis, and I think that Spain will come out of its crisis by 
calling general elections immediately. Therefore. under 
these circumstances, and vith these three elements— 
generosity, understanding, and sacrifice—before and 
after the electoral process then, naturally, | am prepared 
to accept any form of dialogue. [end recording] 


Solbes Announces 1996 Spending Freeze 


LD1701123795 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 1200 GMT 17 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Economy Minister Pedro Solbes 
announced that the 1996 state budget, on which work 1s 
now being started, will entail a freeze on state spending. 
This will mean that in real terms next year’s budget will 
be smaller than this year’s in equal proportion to the 
increase in inflation in 1995. Solbes justified this mea- 
sure by citing the need to reduce the public deficit. The 
economy minister also said that the support of some 
political groups for the stability of the peseta is lacking. 
In his view [opposition leader] Aznar’s reply to the prime 
minister's offer of dialogue is a diplomatic no. 
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Denmark 


Parliament Gives Bosnian Refugees Right of 
Residence 

LD1301202895 Helsinki Suomen Yletsradio Network in 
Finnish 0600 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Denmark will allow Bosnian 
refugees in the country to stay. The Danish parliament, 
or Folketing, amended the so-called Yugoslavia law by a 
narrow majority on |2 January. and decided to give the 
refugees the right to apply for permanent residence. Here 
is Susanna Inkinen with more from Copenhagen: 


[Inkinen}] The change in the law means that the 18,000 
refugees from the war in Bosnia who have arrived in 
Denmark now have the right to apply for asylum and 
permanent residence if the war in the former Yugoslavia 
is still going on in two years’ time. The legislative 
amendment divided the parliament and the population 
into two camps. The government parties obtained a 
majority with the support of the Left. and the Bosnians 
gained the right to asylum. The no side, made up of 
opposition right-wing parties, would have liked merely 
to grant the Bosnians temporary residence permits with 
the condition that they would have had to return to the 
former Yugoslavia as soon as the war ended. Some 
Danes fear that the Bosnians will merely form new 
immigrant slums. while the other half of the population 
object to the opposition’s selfish immigration policy. 


The Bosnians have been awaiting the end of the war as 
well as the possibility of a new life in Denmark for more 
than two years. Some of the Bosnians were granted 
asylum in the United States last year, while others, in the 
face of delays to legislative change, have left to seek their 
fortune in neighboring Sweden or Germany. [passage 
omitted] 


The new law comes into force at the beginning of 
February. This is Susanna Inkinen in Copenhagen. 


Finland 


Ahtisaari: Human Rights Not Just Internal Affair 


LD1601191495 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1530 GMT 16 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Chechnya, the Russian 
artillery has continued firing on the capital Groznyy, but 
the troops have not advanced for a couple of days. 
President Ahtisaari, who is visiting St. Petersburg, has 
drawn attention to the suffering of the civilian popula- 
tion in the Chechen war. Ahtisaari said that central 
human rights issues were no longer the internal affair of 
any country. 
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[passage omitted] 


Human rights were raised again at an economic seminar 
in the afternoon. In his speech, Ahtisaari noted that only 
a demovratic Russia, based on the principles of a state 
governed by law and on respect for human mghts, can be 
a stable and attractive neighbor for Finland and the 
European Union. 


The main emphasis in today’s program has, however, 
been on near- area cooperation. In the morning. the 
president had talks with [St. Petersburg] Mayor Sobchak, 
at which environmental cooperation projects in partic- 
ular were raised. However, problems in the cross- border 
traffic were also discussed. Of the new border crossing 
posts, the opening of the Pelkola border crossing post 
near Imatra to international traffic was seen as the most 
important. Its opening hours will be increased as early as 
next spring. 


[passage omitted] 


Calls Chechnya Moscow's ‘Acid Test’ 


LD1601181195 Helsinki Suomen Yietsradio Network in 
Finnish 1700 GMT 16 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] President Martti Ahtisaari 
thinks that the crisis in Chechnya has become the acid 
test for Russia's relations with the rest of the world. 
Human rights issues in the international community are 
no longer the internal affair of any country. According to 
President Ahtisaari, Chechnya cannot be regarded as 
Russiv’s internal affair. Ahtisaari, who gave a news 
conference in St. Petersburg. noted that Prime Minister 
Aho will conduct talks with the Russian leadership in 
Moscow later this week. 


The main topics during President Ahtisaari’s two-day 
visit to St. Petersburg are near-area cooperation. 


Nuclear Accident Agreement Concluded With 
Russia 


LD1301131995 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1100 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Finland and Russia have con- 
cluded an agreement on rapid information exchange in 
the event of nuclear accidents. Finnish rresident Martti 
Ahtisaari today empowered Ambassador Arto Mansala 
to sign the agreement. The new agreement will increase 
information exchange concerning nuclear power sta- 
tions. The threshold for reporting nuclear accidents will 
also be more precisely defined. In addition, the partics to 
the agreement pledge to supply on demand information 
regarding everyday minor safety-related events at 
nuclear installations. 
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Foreign Minister Foresees ‘Explosive’ Region 
NC1401183195 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greek 1500 GMT 14 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Foreign Minister Alekos 
Mikhailidhis warned that if the international community 
continues to be indecisive in resolving the Cyprus issue, 
that issue will regress even further and Cyprus might 
turn into an explosive region. Addressing a symposium 
this afternoon organized by POGO [Par- Cyprian Fed- 
eration of Women’s Organizations] on modern handling 
of national and regional disputes, Mikhailidhis stressed 
that based on the current deadlock in Cyprus. tne United 
Nations must not attempt to solve the prcolem through 
statements Sut rather talk to Turkey using the harsh 
language of truth. 


In his address, which was read by Foreign Ministry 
Permanent Secretary Vanias Markidhis, Mikhailidhis 
noted that Ankara hold. the key to the solution. He 
added that specific measures that will prove the interna- 
tional community's decision to end the Cypriot drama 
will be required to solve the problem. [passage omitted] 


UN’s Feissel Comments on Paths to Solution 


NC1501144195 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 15 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The United Nations continues 
its efforts on the Cyprus issuc trying for an overall 
solution on the confidence-building measures and the 
substance of the issue. Gustave Feissel, the UN secretary 
general's alternate special representative in Cyprus, said 
the goal is not to find a middle compromise solution, but 
to find a settlement that would take into account and 
satisfy the positions of both sides. Feissel added that the 
United Nations is seriously considering President 
Glavkos Kliridhis’ position—that the confidence- 
building measures could be discussed if there 1s progress 
on the substance. Commenting on President Kliridhis’ 
position, Feissel said it 1s being considered. 


Feissel was speaking to reporters this morning before 
meeting Michael Ferris, the chairman of the committee 
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in charge of the Cyprus issue at the interparliamentary 
union. In a statement after the meeting, Ferris said 
progress has been achieved in the dialogue between 
Kliridhis and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktas, 
adding that both sides made some excellent suggestions. 
Asked if he can mention the specific topics on which 
progress has been achieved, Ferris said that some things 
are confidential. He added that the United Nations and 
Feissel will refer to them when the time is right. 


Asked to comment on Ferris’ reference to progress. Feissel 
replied that he is not sure whether this is the correct 
terminology. He added that he will wait for tomorrow's 
meetings with President Klindhis and Denktas. 


Meets With Kliridhis, Comments 


NC1601160395 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greck 1500 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Gustave Ferssel, the UN secre- 
tary general's alternate spx al representative in Cyprus, 
said the new round of talks that began today in Nicosia 
are stili aimed at finding an overall solution to the 
Cyprus issue. 


Answering a Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation questio.i 
after meeting with President Glavkos Klinidhis, Ferssel 
said a statement that has been attributed to him—that he 
is searching for a solution mid-way between the confi- 
dence-building measures and an overall Cyprus setile- 
ment---is not true. 


Answering another question, Ferssel said there ts no 
specified time period during which the UN secretary 
general must submit his report to the UN Security 
Council. He recalled that the UN secretary general has 
announced to the Security Council that he will submit 
his report at the appropriate time and i agreed with this 
approach. Feissel mentioned that Joe Clark. the UN 
secretary general's special representative in Cyprus, will 
visit Cyprus but that the exact time has not been 
decided. 
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Papandreou Interview on Turkey, Albania, FYROM 


NC1501172195 Athens 1 KATHIMERINI in Greek 
IS Ja. ‘Sp3 


[Interview with Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou by 
I KATHIMERINI director Andonios Karkayiannis in 
Athens, date not given] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Karkayiannis] In his recent 
interview to | KATHIMERINI. the US. President said 
he fears “hot incidents” in the Aegean. The question is, 
which side 1s cultsvating tension in the Aegean and what 
measures might be taken to eliminate the danger of a 
“hot incident?” 


{[Papandreou] As you know, there is a specific legal 
regimen in the Aegean that is based on international law. 
Everyone is also aware that since 1974, through illegal 
activities, Turkey has been trying to question this reg- 
imen. Turkey 1s violating the national airspace of 10 
nautical miles, it 1s threatening Greece with war if it 
expands its territorial waters to 12 nautical miles— 
which is its right according to international law—and it 
is violating the international air traffic rules. Naturally, 
these facts create tension. Especially the national air 
space violations could lead to a hot incident because they 
involve Air Force defense. Besides, that is what hap- 
pened in the case of the heroic First Lieutenant Sialmas 
in June 1992. 


The continued occupation of 37 percent of the Republic 
of Cyprus by a country that wants to be linked to the 
European Union ts creating constant tension in the 
region and a permanent obstacle in smoothing Greek- 
Turkish relations. 


It is ve.y simple. The danger of a hot incident can be 
eliminated if Turkey respects international law. The 
confidence- building measures that have been agreed 
between Foreign Ministers Karolos Papoulias and Mesut 
Yilmaz in the 1988 Vouliaymeni and Istanbul treaties— 
which have not been maintained by the Turkish side— 
aimed to do that. 


Let me mention here that Turkey is rejecting the firm 
Greek proposal to refer the continental shelf issue—the 
only Greek- Turkish difference—to the International 
Court at The Hague. 


[Karkayiannis] Would you consider a political dialogue 
with Turkey purposeful and beneficial? Or do you think 
that appropriate prerequisites are necessary? Besides, 
such a dialogue began twice in Davos with two different 
governments, and failed. 


[Papandreou] I repeatedly stressed that | support in 
principle a dialogue on Greek-Turkish relations. But, a 
clear objective and some prerequisites are necessary for 
every dialogue. As you can understand, Greece can never 
accept ‘| dialogue on its sovereign rights in the Aegean. 
And as long as the occupation of Cyprus continues, 
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neither can it accept the sigring of a friendship and 
cooperation agreement as the goal of a dialogue. which 
the former government tried. 


We are trying a step-by-step approach with Turkey. 
Talks are being held at the level of Foreign Ministry 
political directors on rssues such as illegal immugration, 
culture, education, and so on. A cycle of talks in Ankara 
and Athens has already been completed and these con- 
tacts might be upgraded to a level of secretaries general. 
At a later stage, when conditions mature, nothing rules 
out a meeting between the foreign ministers or even the 
prime minister’ of the two countries. 


At this point, I would like to stress that Greece wants 
good relations with Turkey and its approach to the 
European institutions. However, it 1s obvious that a 
Turkey that does not respect human nghts and interna- 
tional law cannot belong to the European space. Of 
course, this is not just a problem for Greece but a 
problem for all Europe. I believe that this last pot has 
not been understood as it should have been. even by 
Ankara. 


Incomplete Step by Berisha 


[Karkayiannis] Do you believe it would be useful if the 
Greek Government proceeded now to hold talks with 
Albania, which would possibly shorten the adventure of 
the four imprisoned Omonoia [Greek minority party in 
Albania] members? 


|Papandreou] I want to clarify that the two countries 
have not suspended their diplomatic relations; therefore, 
there is a dialogue on current issues at the level of 
embassies and foreign ministries. But, a sun..ait political 
dialogue would lead nowhere as long as Tirana does not 
end the suffering of the four, a suffering that began with 
the well-known procedures. 


In any case, I hope that President Berisha will realize 
that his country will benefit from good Greek-Albanian 
relations and will complete his incomplete step soon. 
There is another series of issues that are waiting to be 
promoted and would benefit both countries. 


[Karkayiannis] The issue of safeguarding the rights of the 
Greek minority would be discussed within the frame- 
work of such a dialogue. In order to balance this out, 1s 
the Greek Government ready to discuss the issuc of 
seasonal workers from Albania and economic and cul- 
tural relations issues? Is the Greek Government willing 
to promote the economic strengthening of Albania in the 
European Union [EU]? 


[Papandreou] The main object of our policy toward 
Albania is certainly full respect for the Greek minority’s 
human, minority, religious, and educational rights. 
Therefore, safeguarding these rights will be at the top of 
the list in a Greek-Aibanian dialogue. On the other hand, 
issues such as the seasonal workers from Albania in 
Greece and economic issues will be promoted within the 
framework of this dialogue. This effort began following 
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Foreign Minister Karolos Papoulias’ visit to Tirana in 
November 1993. An agreement to allow Albanians in 
Greece to work was also drafted at that time. Unfortu- 
nately, the Albanian reaction to the Episkopi incident 
caused the suspension of the entire effort. 


As far as Albanian-EU relations are concerned, in a 
goodwill move, Greece recently lifted its objections to 
the first part of European aid amounting to 15 million 
ECU. Resuming the Greek- Albanian dialogue will cer- 
tainly give a push to European-Albanian relations both 
at a level of immediate economic aid and at various 
community programs (such as PHARE, INTERREG) 
[expansions unknown]. 


Here I must stress that the greatest aid to Albania is the 
approximately 300 million dollars that the Albanians 
who work in Greece have sent to their country. Albania 
has not received this kind of help from Europe or 
elsewhere. 


Gligorov's Intransigence 


[Karkayiannis}] Our relations with Skopje [The Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia—FYROM}] are at a 
dead stop, something that might turn against us at the 
European Court on | February. 


[Papandreou] Your comment forces me to make an 
observation that I have carefully avoided so far. I am 
referring to the situation in which my government inher- 
ited the Skopje and Albania issues, and the country’s 
other foreign issues. When I took over as prime minister, 
the dealings of the former government, particularly its 
agreement with the dissolution of Yugoslavia on 16 
December 1991, significantly limited stro1g diplomatic 
dealings. Now I am coming to the main issue of the 
question. 


The Skopjean leadership’s intransigence is responsible 
for the current situation. We attempted to smooth it over 
with the Greek positions given. I believe we made every 
possible effort within the framework of the UN proce- 
dure under UN mediator Cyrus Vance. Unfortunately, 
the Skopjean president’s intransigence so far has not 
allowed any progress. However, it did manage to create a 
climate in the United Nations, the European Union, and 
the United States that I believe is favorable for our 
positions. 
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I am especially grateful for U.S. President Bill Clinton’s 
initiative to appoint Matthew Nimetz as his special 
envoy. This is an effo:t that demonstrates his int: est in 
resolving the issue. I do not know whether the European 
Court will rule for or against us. My impression is that 
we have a strong legal position. In any case, everyone 
must consider seriously that the issue of Skopje goes far 
beyond any European Court decision. It would be a 
strategic mistake for the Skopjean side to base its expec- 
tations on something like this. Greece has the capability 
of keeping its diplomatic front toward Skopje firm, 
regardless of any decision. I would even say that it has 
more than one capability. 


{[Karkayiannis] You said in Amman that the trade 
embargo against Skopje is not the goal itself. Is the Greek 
Government willing to begin direct talks with Skopje 
immediately and lift the trade embargo for the duration 
of the talks? 


[Papandreou] The countermeasures that the Greek Gov- 
ernment adopted on 16 February 1994 managed to 
reactivate the international community's interest in an 
issue that has been buried. The measures are not the goal 
itself, but they are useful. Talks are now being held with 
Skopje within the framework of the well-known UN 
procedure (Resolution 817/93). Gligorov is showing his 
intransigence in this very dialogue. Therefore, 1 do not 
see how direct talks would change such intransigence. 


Ankara Embassy Protests Continuing Bomb 
Threats 


NC1301203095 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1800 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Greek Embassy in Ankara 
today protested to the Turkish authorities about the 
continuing bomb threats against almost all of the Greek 
delegations in Turkey and Olympic Airways. In the past 
few days, the Greek Embassy in Ankara, an Olympic 
Airways plane in Istanbul, the consulate in Izmir, and 
the consulate in Alexandroupolis received threatening 
calls about a bomb attack. An investigation proved they 
were only threats. 


The ATHENS NEWS AGENCY reported that these 
threats are part of the general hostile climate that Ankara 
is cultivating against Greece. 
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Turkmenistan’s Niyazov Arrives for Gas Pipeline 
Talks 


TA1601145695 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1200 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Turkmen President Saparmurad 
Niyazov arrived in Ankara today as the official guest of 
President Suleyman Demirel. Demirel received the vis- 
iting president at Ankara’s Esenboga Airport. An official 
welcoming ceremony was held for Niyazov at the Can- 
kaya Mansion. After the national anthems of the two 
countries, Niyazov inspected the honor guard. Attending 
the welcoming ceremony were Murat Karayalcin, foreign 
minister and deputy prime minister; State Minister 
Ayvaz Gokdemir; Veysel Atasoy, energy and natural 
resources minister; and other officials. 


In a statement at the ceremony, Demirel noted that this 
is the fourth time he has met with Niyazov in the past 
seven months. Demirel explained that such frequent 
visits at this high level clearly demonstrate the advanced 
point relations between Turkey and Turkmenistan have 
reached. Stressing that there are relations and coopera- 
tion based on deep-rooted ties between the two coun- 
tries, Demirel said that great developments were regis- 
tered in the past three years in the political, economic, 
cultural. and educational fields, as well as in many other 
areas. 


[Begin Demirel recording] During his visit, Mr. Niyazov 
will chair the third session of the intergovernmental 
council. The natural gas pipeline project is very impor- 
tant for the exploitation of Turkmenistan’s natural 
resources. Transporting this natural wealth to world 
markets in the shortest, most economical, and safest way 
will significantly contribute to Turkmenistan’s economic 
development by providing the financial resources this 
country greatly needs. Moreover. this project will serve 
the interests of the other countries participating in the 
council, thus contributing to peace and stability in our 
region. Turkey is providing all the support it can for the 
realization of the Turkmen natural gas pipeline project. 
{end recording] 


Expressing the belief that the visit will be extremely 
beneficial, Demirel concluding by saying: Once more, I 
welcome you to Turkey, among your brothers. 


In turn, Niyazov remarked that concrete steps have been 
taken with regard to bilateral cooperation. He stated that 
the natural gas pipeline project is very important for 
bilateral relations and that problems concerning the 
implementation of the project will be solved at the 
Ankara meeting. 


After Niyazov’s speech, the two presidents held a tete- 
a-tete meeting for some time. 
Meets With Ciller, Council Partners 


7TA1601194795 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Turkmen President Sapar- 
murad Niyazov arrived in Ankara today as the official 
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guest of President Suleyman Demirel. An international 
meeting on the transportation of Turkmen natural gas 
via Iran and Turkey to Europe will be held in Ankara 
tomorrow. Demirel will also attend the opening session 
of the meeting. [passage omitted] 


In the evening, Niyazov met with Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller and conferred with her for some time. Also present 
at the meeting were Murat Karayalcin, foreign minister 
and deputy prime minister; State Minister Ayvaz Gok- 
demir; and Veysel Atasoy, energy and natural resources 
minister. Niyazov concluded his official contacts in 
Ankara after his meeting with Ciller. 


Tomorrow, Niyazov will chair the third session of the 
council established with the purpose of exporting 
Turkmen natural gas to European markets via pipeline. 
Various issues pertaining to the pipeline project, espe- 
cially the relative shares of Turkmenistan, Iran, Kaza- 
khstan, Russia, and Turkey in the financing of the 
project, will be discussed during tomorrow's intergov- 
ernmental council meeting. 


After the official talks at the Cankaya Mansion, Niyazov 
met with Atasoy and the Russian, Kazakh, and Iranian 
ministers, who will participate in tomorrow’s meeting. In 
a statement at the meeting, Niyazov welcomed the fact 
that the project was supported by several countries, 
particularly Turkey, during the course of the meetings, 
first held in Ashgabat, then in Tehran, and now in 
Ankara. He expressed the belief that financial sources for 
the project will be further cemented tomorrow. Niyazov 
remarked that significant developments were registcred 
with regard to the marketing of the natural gas, which 
will be transported to Europe via Iran and Turkey. 
Noting that Turkey wants to purchase natural gas, 
Niyazov said: There are extensive cooperation prospects 
ahead of us. 


A total of 2,500 km of pipeline, in addition to the section 
inside Turkmenistan, will be laid for the project, which 
will carry Turkmen natural gas to Europe via Iran and 
Turkey. For the section of the pipeline passing through 
its territory and for infrastructure facilities, Turkey will 
spend approximately $3 billion. Natural gas will be 
received from the pipeline in five-six years, and this will 
be transferred first to Erzurum and Kars, which are 
highly polluted cities, and then to Ankara via Sivas. 


Meanwhile, a protocol enabling Turkey to explore and 
produce natural gas in Turkmenistan will be signed 
tomorrow. 


Demirel Addresses Meeting on Turkmen Gas 
Pipeline 


7A1701143795 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1200 GMT 17 Jan 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] An intergovernmental council 
meeting on transporting Turkmen natural gas to Europe 
via Turkey and Iran was held in Ankara today. 
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Addressing the opening session of the meeting, President 
Suleyman Demirel declared that the realization of the 
Turkmenistan-Iran-Turkey pipeline project will consti- 
tute a beautiful example of regional cooperation. 
Pointing out that new cooperation opportunities have 
emerged especially in the wake of developments in the 
world after 1991, Demirel stated: Our political relations, 
which befit friendly countries. are being enhanced 
through new steps undertaken in the economic and 
commercial fields. 


{Begin Demirel recording] I would like to use this 
opportunity to declare once again that we are against 
turning this geographical region into an arena of rivalry 
or its being regarded as such. Our goal 1s to enrich the 
efforts to develop our countries through multifaceted 
cooperation, simultaneously contributing to the develop- 
ment and prosperity of our region. I believe that we will 
thus serve world peace and stability. [end recording} 


Demirel said that processing rich natural gas and oil 
resources and transporting them to world markets 
quickly. safely, and economically will accelerate the 
economic development of the countries involved in the 
project. The development and implementation of such 
joint projects will also benefit other regional countries as 
well as the international firms that specialize in this 
field. the president emphasized. 


In his speech, Turkmen President Saparmurad Niyazov. 
who chaired the intergovernmental council meeting, 
lauded the decision to run the pipeline via Iran and 
Turkey. We have reached the phase of making a concrete 
assessment of the financing and operation of the pipe- 
line, Nivazov remarked. 


At the end of the speeches, Nivazov bid Demirel fare- 
well. After a break, the meeting continued in camera. 
According to our correspondent. the work undertaken by 
the intergovernmental council since the inception of the 
project was first discussed during the meeting. Later, the 
contacts established with various financial organizations 
for the realization of the project were reviewed. 


Meanwhile, Alexander Haig, former U.S. secretary of 
state who is attending the meeting as the representative 
of the consortium concerned with the project, 
announced that business circles have displayed high 
interest in the pipeline project. Expressing appreciation 
for the eagerness and efforts demonstrated by Turkmen- 
istan regarding the project, Haig noted that the project 
will also meet Turkey's natural gas needs. 


The third item on the agenda of the meeting was the 
establishment of a corporation under the supervision of 
the Turkmen Government within the framework of the 
project. The item, which was duly approved, stipulates 
that the firms of other countries in the project can also 
participate in this corporation. It was also decided to 
establish a firm to market the natural gas. Furthermore, 
agreement was reached to finalize the cost of the pipeline 
at the end of talks to be conducted among concerned 
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countries. A decision in principle was adopted during the 
meeting to immediately begin the construction on the 
pipeline in two separate points in Iran as well as at the 
source of the natural gas in Turkmenistan, and to start 
the construction in Turkey next year. According to the 
final item on the agenda, the next intergovernmental 
council meeting will be held in Ashgabat in six months, 
and the cost, financing. and construction time of the 
pipeline will be finalized during this meeting. 


Attending the meeting in Ankara were the relevant 
ministers and high-level administrators of Turkey, Turk- 
menistan, the Russian Federation, Kazakhstan. and 
Iran. In line with a request from Ukraine, which was 
attending the meeting as an observer, this country was 
accepted as a member of the intergovernmental council 
on the pipeline project. 


Kurdish Parties Agree To End Clashes in North 
Iraq 

TA1601160995 Ankara ANATOLIA in French 1525 
GMT 16 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Ankara, 16 Jan (AA)}—Iraq’s 
Kurdish Democratic Party [KDP] and Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan [PUK] have responded positively to Tur- 
key’s appeal to end the clashes. which have been con- 
tinuing between these two opposing groups for the past 
four weeks in northern Iraq. 


PUK officials in Ankara indicated that Turkey's call had 
reached them at the end of last week and that a positive 
response had been given by the PUK administration the 
same day. 


The officials said that there is still tension in northern 
Iraq, that the confrontations are continuing, and that 
they welcome Turkey’s initiative. 


The representatives of the KDP declared that they have 
approved Turkey's initiative to end the clashes in 
northern Iraq. 


They emphasized that they have accepted Turkey's pro- 
posal in principle, but that the technical details must be 
studied with regard to the venue and date of the meeting 
between the parties concerned. 


The representatives of both parties were summoned to 
the Turkish Foreign Ministry and informed of Turkey's 
concern over the developments in northern Iraq and of 
its appeal to end the clashes. 


EU Official Arrives for Pre-Customs Union Talks 


TA1601163795 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1515 
GMT 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Ankara, Jan 16 (AA)}—Serge 
Abou, director of the Northern Mediterranean Desk and 
special envoy for Cyprus, arrived in Ankara on Monday 
[16 January] at the head of a European Union [EU] 
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delegation to hold a series of contacts, prior to the 
Customs Union meeting to be held early in March. 


He told reporters at Ankara’s Esenboga Airport upon his 
arrival that the issue of Cyprus will not be discussed, and 
that emphasis will be given to technical issues. 


The delegation is scheduled to meet Turkish authorities 
involved in the Customs Union process. 


Sources in Ankara earlier said that “entering into the 
Customs Union without concluding the financial assis- 
tance agreement would be tantamount to a suicide for 
Turkey.” 


A Foreign Ministry official also told AA that Turkey has 
not recognized Abou as a Cyprus envoy. “What he might 
say in Ankara about Cyprus shall not bind us. However, 
it seems that he is only coming for the Customs Union 
issue,” he said. 


Serge Abou and accompanying delegation will leave 
Turkey on 18th of January. 


Committee To Probe Prime Minister’s U.S. 
Wealth 


[FBIS Editorial Report] The Turkish Grand National 
Assembly Committee on Wealth Investigation has 
appointed a subcommittee that will come to the United 
States to investigate Prime Minister Ciller’s wealth in 
that country, according to an article in the 24 December 
daily MILLIYET. The subcommittee members named 
are: Mehmet Cebi. True Path Party (DYP), said close to 
Ciller; Ismail Kose, (DYP), Lutfu Esengun, Prosperity 
Party (RP), Mustafa Kul, Social-Democratic Populist 
Party (SHP), Erzincan; and Yusuf Namoglu, Motherland 
Party (ANAP), Istanbul. No dates are given for the 
committee's investigation. 


According to the Assembly's “album,” ANAP’s Yusuf 
Namoglu is the only member of the committee who speaks 
English, and that “only a little,” the article states. Deputies 
Ismail Kose and Mustafa Kul are said to know “a little 
French.” The guide lists no foreign-language capabilities for 
Deputies Mehmet Cebi and Lutfu Esengun. 


The article jokes about the possibility of fights breaking 
out in the committee as two of its members, SHP Deputy 
Mustafa Kul and RP Deputy Lutfu Esengun, were 
involved, during parliamentary hearings on the Foreign 
Ministry budget. in an altercation over money that 
Turkey sent to Bosnia-Herzegovina. Kul is a former 
boxer. Esengun is said to have thrown the first punch. 
Disagreements should be kept under control, however, 
since ANAP Deputy Namoglu is a former national-level 
referee. The committee will make progress in its 
endeavors “blow-by-blow”™ instead of by talking “‘face- 
to-face,”” according to the article. 
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Poll Reveals Popularity of New Party Leader 
Boyner 

9SESOOS9A Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 23 Dec 94 
p 24 


[FBIS Translated Text] According the results of a public 
poll conducted by PIAR/Gallup for MILLIYET, Cem 
Boyner [head of the New Democracy Movement] has 
become a leader who is better liked and who attracts 
more attention than [Prime Minister Tansu] Ciller and 
{main opposition leader Mesut] Yilmaz. Face-to-face 
interviews with 1,547 persons aged 19 or above, that is, 
persons eligible to vote, focused on how well the YDH 
[New Democracy Movement] and Boyner are known. 
The results indicate that, in addition to being well 
known, Boyner is preferred to Ciller and Yilmaz as a 
leader. 


According to the poll, two-thirds of the sample that 
represents Turkey had heard of YDH before, but Bovner 
was known as a businessman and former president of 
TUSIAD [Turkish Industrialists’s and Businessmen’s 
Association] before being a politician. 


In addition, two-thirds of people who responded to the 
questions knew that Boyner is forming a party. Contrary 
to all predictions so far, a quarter of the electorate have 
said that they would vote for Boyner’s party. 


The most interesting outcome of the PIAR/Gallup poll ts 
the answer given by the respondents to the question on 
“whom they would choose among Boyner, Ciller and 
Yilmaz as a leader.” One-third of the respondents said 
“Boyner,” ending Ciller’s “popularity rule.” 


The combined votes cast for Prime Minister Ciller and 
main opposition leader Yilmaz barely match those cast 
for Boyner in the “most liked leader” competition. 


Thus, the Turkish electorate has confirmed the determi- 
nation by the British news magazine TIME [as pub- 
lished] that Boyner is among the “150 politicians in the 
world who will be most talked about after 2000.” 


[Box, p 24] 


The Particulars of the Poll 
Organization conducting poll: PIAR/Gallup. 
Organization sponsoring poll: MILLIYET. 


Purpose of poll: Determination of how well Boyner and 
the party he is forming are known in the public. 


Method of poll: Questionnaire used in face-to-face inter- 
views using quantitative research techniques. 


Poll sample: 1,547 persons above the age of 19 who live 
in 10 provinces and who represent Turkey's population. 


Field and office control: The validity of 25 percent of the 
questionnaires filled during the polling was audited. 


Period of poll: 19 through 22 December, 1994. 
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Confidence level and margin of error of poll: 95 percent 
confidence ievel and plus or minus 2.5 percent margin of 
error. 


[Poll results; percent of respondents] 
[Question] Do you know who Cem Boyner is? 


Businessman: 45.0; businessman and politician: 17.0; 
former president of TUSIAD: 16.0; politician: 13.0; do 
not know exactly who he is: 9.0 


Number of respondents: | ,357 


[Question] Would you prefer Boyner, Ciller or Yilmaz 
[as a leader]? 


Cem Boyner: 31.6; Tansu Ciller: 14.7; Mesut Yilmaz: 
14.4: no preference: 39.3 


Number of respondents: 1,357 

[Question] Do you know that Boyner is forming a party? 
Yes, I know: 65.0; no, I do not know: 35.0 

Number of respondents: | ,357 

[Question] Would you vote for Boyner’s party? 


I may: 26.0; I would not: 34.0; do not have idea about his 
party; do not know: 40.0 


Number of respondents: | ,357 


[Question] Did you know about the New Democracy 
Movement earlier? 


I did: 67.0; I did not: 33.0 

Number of respondents: | 547 

[Question] Did you know Cem Boyner’s name earlier? 
I did: 88.0; I did not: 12.0 

Number of respondents: 1,547 


DEP Trial Said To Teach Lesson in Nonviolence 


95SESO049A Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 9 Dec 94 
pl2 


[Article by Yavuz Donat: “The Democracy Party and 
Learning’ 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Life is full of lessons. I suspect 
that very many people learned a needed lesson from the 
Democracy Party [DEP] case. As the head of the Con- 
stitutional Court, Yekta Gungor Ozden, said, ““Democ- 
racy does not permit itself to be destroyed. The 
possibility of using democracy to destroy democracy is 
unthinkable.” 


Another reality: five times the money spent on GAP 
{Southeast Anatolia Project] in the Southeast was spent 
on the war against terrorism. “Terrorism” has nourished 
the arms industry. There are those who profit from the 
continuation of terrorism. 
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Another reality: Abraham Lincoln said, “Among free 
men recourse to the bullet instead of the ballot will never 
bring success, and those who make such recourse can be 
sure that their cause will fail and the price of their 
mistaken ways will be paid.” 


The final reality: you cannot solve a problem by using 
pressure. 


Let’s grant the “cultural demands” of our fellow citizens 
in the Southeast within the framework of territorial 
integrity. “We gave them fish” for 70 years. Let’s change 
the method, at long last, and “teach them how to fish.” 
Let them lay down their arms and become producers. 
Let’s take the necessary economic measures to make 
them producers. Has anyone ever seen violence bring 
peace of mind? 


And, the Ankara First State Security Court rendered its 
decision: Hatip Dicle, Ahmet Turk, Leyla Zana, Orhan 
Dogan, and Selim Sadak each received 15-year prison 
terms. Sedat Yurtdas received a seven-and-a-half-year 
prison term. Mahmut Alinak and Sirri Sakik both 
received three years and six months in prison and a fine 
of 60 million Turkish Liras [TL]; however, they were 
released in view of time already served. 


Up until now the “DEP case” has been debated; from 
now on the court’s decision will be debated. The West 
will react and the debate will continue. In the hearing 
room Turkey is breathing again, but in the Southeast a 
different Turkey is breathing. The people of the region 
want personal security, education, investment,. work, 
and peace. Is this asking too much? I don’t think so. 


Impact of Chechen Strife on Oil Routes Discussed 
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{(““Commentary” column by Sami Kohen: “The Chechen 
Problem Is Multidimensional”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Official mouthpieces in Moscow 
assert that the bombardment of Grozny is directed at 
“strategic” targets. The images on the television screen 
tell a very different story: Houses, shops are being 
bombed; civilians are being killed or wounded. 


What does the world do? Nothing; it just watches. 


How strange: the only ones who are opposed to the 
Russian army’s assault in Chechnya are Russians them- 
selves. Some Russian generals have refused to obey 
orders to attack. The Russian press and politicians have 
poured fire on Yeltsin. 


Not a murmur has been heard from the West. Interna- 
tional organizations have remained silent. The Islamic 
world has not made any noises. The Turkic republics, 
from Azerbaijan to Kazakhstan, have been timid and 
confined themselves to saying that this is an internal 
Russian affair. 
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There are several reasons for the posture the world has 
taken. 


The West, chiefly Europe, has remained an onlooker in 
order to avoid giving the impression that it is interfering 
in Russia's internal affairs and to demonstrate that it 
does not want the Russian Federation to break up. Many 
countries, including Russia’s close neighbors, have tried 
to “manage” the situation out of concern for the preser- 
vation of their own territorial integrity and for fear of 
offending Moscow. 


One of the countries in a great quandary is Azerbaijan. 
Because of the Karabakh problem, Baku has defended 
the principle of “territorial integrity” and has taken 
pains not to provoke Moscow. However, Russia closed 
its border with Azerbaijan recently. Its pretext was to 
ensure “security” on the border and to prevent aid 
reaching Chechnya through that route. But, with that 
decision, Russia has effectively imposed a blockade on 
Azerbaijan. The flow of cargo and people in Azerbaijan's 
262 northern regions has come to a complete halt. That, 
in turn, affects Turkey's TIR [International Highway 
Transport] traffic to some extent. As one diplomat in 
Baku told us in a telephone conversation, “one of 
Azerbaijan's breathing pipes has been cut.” 


Now the Azeris are afraid that what is happening to the 
Chechens may happen to them as well. There are similar 
fears in Georgia and even Armenia. Is not this common 
sentiment enough reason for these three southern Cau- 
casian nations to set aside disputes among or within 
them and form a common front? 


The Chechen problem has multiple dimensions. One of 
them ts related to oil. 
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By that we mean the Azeri or even Kazakh oil that 
Russia wants to ferry via a pipeline through this territory 
and bring it over to its port at Novorossiysk on the Black 
Sea, rather than the limited quantity of oil that 
Chechnya produces itself. 


Until recently the West and some giant oil corporations 
viewed this project warmly. Now they are cooler towards 
it because of the developments in Chechnya. 


Thus the proposal to pipe the oil from Azerbaijan to 
Turkey has been revived. 


Concerns about the Baku-Ceyhan pipeline were rooted 
in fears of instability. The political drawbacks of 
building such a pipeline through Iran, Armenia or 
Georgia were debated. Russia was seen as a more attrac- 
tive option. 


Now Chechnya is in flames. It is very likely that Russia 
will not be able to dominate the region and that insta- 
bility will persist. In the meantime, the future of the 
Yeltsin government in Moscow remains uncertain. 


An official of the International Petroleum Consortium 
with whom I had a meeting yesterday said: “The 
Chechen affair is going to make oil companies to choose 
the option of passing the oil pipeline through Turkey. 
Turkey can take advantage of this opportunity. This may 
also lead to a new climate in the southern Caucasus 
(particularly between Armenia and Azerbaijan).” 


We will continue to discuss this dimension of the 
problem. 
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